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In re truin sccident tour Marcints Creck Station on ?:.}:
Belvidere Divicion of the Pearevivinis Railroad,

Desr 8ir:
e hate the honor Lo renort o the Coom im.,ieﬂ she reruld

of cur imcuiry, held, jolniiy viuh e Boar: of Public Uillity-

Comrzlasioners for the Sto.e £ Hy Jovsew, &b Tronson, Hew

Jersey, Koy 31, 1811, 4nic. LHT L egusTL, igmuing %o the accldent

shich oeourred eight-tenths ;:{‘/5« rii&; &?uu of Maorsints Oreek
Station on the Bel?idaﬁﬁ ﬁiﬁéi@:{w%ﬁ 3::“ Pevnaoyiysnia Hellrozd,
April 28, 1S1l. |

Deceriiion.

The scoond aewtition of ras.enger trair Ho. 573 conzlabel of
Pennoyviveniz engine No, 2169, D.L.&8. smtﬁﬁimtiﬁn par lic. 726,
D.L.&YN,. cosches Hes. 84, 100 and 83, and D&, dining cer
Hoe 458, ln the order maﬁ, A1 of tho oavp were uf wooden
conshruction with vestibules an’ stenl lastforrs. Coaek Ho, 100
wes lichied vith scebylene gns, and dining snr Ho. 458 wms
1iztbed with acedyiene gas and eouipped oith an axie-gonerator
for eleotrie 1light. The other enres vere lizhbed zith Pinbzeh
gas. Train envoute from Utlen, Hewx York, to Weshington, De G,

th 188 passengers sud 2 sourist sgents, Traln left Hamunka
Chunk at 2340 p. e and wes dersilied ol shout 2t 56 p. me Aprild
28, 1911, sight-tenthe of a mile zousk of Hertin's Cresk Station,

adout ten miles mouth of Hsmunka Chunmk, resulting im the death
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o 1Y peroons nd She injur of 101 worsons, nony seriouslye.

The saclineran, coniuector un’ boglegenan roecived injurics from

widell they soon diel, and thue firomon wer sericusly injurede.
The troip wos runnins at & o2 of shoud 50 nmiles peor hour

W ke

“hen bhe forrard trucks of the ook ooy left the ralls, ircediate~
iy foliowed by all ke olbor oars witi Lhe oxee~tlon shnt tas
raar cair of ohe le of the o ndns eur wel not derciled. Hone of
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Lhe eaPs wis teleseouel.  Yihe Trolin wop Inroom dovn sl oenbh onire
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ment on the engt and cuuolde glide of & 85 dezror gurve, the
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enzine, tenner, and first car of the srdn urnisns over on tholr
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cide, The remcining earc stunling neerly unrighte.
r; 3 - o k. 2 R PR * PP+ P A% s oy
The demiloend wis Iruelictoly follow-d by fire o:zunsd by

e Isnition of gas, ovilently o o unsiure 1n the g.¢ banpk

g2 from the gas tamkes under tho olher eors, whiek bas thelr
connsetions broken and [o nit.es 238 T 8300UG. 11 prra sere
wobally conswued By fire.s The g.¢ bunir under bhe dimdng eur
exvloded zever sl heure afber Lle  Yeok, wkieh wio caured by
heat from the burning cars,

The ceetlon foremcn bal beon throving, or #rifiing, sbout
1,000 feet of track on Shic curve Lhe duy of the aceident, angd
was engased, av the vime of bthe geolidents, in Ilming up and our-
Taging that rortion of the track in the irvediste nroxirisy to
the =pot vhere the gecident cocurrods.

The Srack ls lalg with BS ;ound standard, stesl ralls,
which hud been ip serviece for nine years, and showed from 2 %o
% ineh wear. There were from 1 %o 2 bad ties im the brack for
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enes roTe usez on eusck rail. Troek

&

for ezch wuil lengih, an’ i
iz baliagbes with gravel and 2lmiors.
On the porping of Acril 2%, 1011, actlin. under Lhe ‘nsiruee-
-

sisng of the Supsyvisor of Lhr ¥ Ividere Division of the Peancyl-

vagio Hailroal, the szoilon fororg, Aik o Toree ol povenicoen
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rep, was engaged ip Soro ing, relioning ahd surlaclnn bthe curve
south of the Perry Crossfin, - hous el~hi-tenshc of a2 mile south

*s Oreck Station, we tho Line stakes that kad been ped

noe mosths helors.

The truck ot Shls oling mMuns wlmosi dirvectly norst and
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gouth =itk abeut £ So 18 ~role to-ooro Wi coubh. The curve is

ERy

shoud 2% deprees, snd has o sue-erclevaiion of aboul five inches
for ths emst or oubside rzil,

The re-ulred sork was 5o whrow or shift She sroel fror about
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two o nizme inskes st Giffersut ointe §
1560 feet, The Bollmst wnz rooved from the ends of the tizg on
the inzide side of the curve for th» sigbaucge noessasry 0 305w
it of the tihrow or zhift of ohe trask %c the rroner aling-ont.

E o s

Efoer throoing Bhis Breck by i+ une of bars and by eacy sitsges
of frox one Bz v Inghes ot a tire Lo the roper allnsrent as
indieased Wy the llnme ziakes, (Lo ends of i{he tiss were fomped
wp with shovels, the section forepon thonm 1llned oo and surfased
the iveide rail, and bad -artislly lined up ond surfiged the
outsice rall,

The traek, bdoth morth sns spush ©f ss well 85 &t the volnt
of dersilment, bad Deen Pihrosm from two to nime Inchez on the
day of the soclident. Zrack jssks were ussd st dirfferent ploces
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nroer levcl, and the lining up
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nL surd. i’:i&&‘ kage not booun oorloted,.
A% Bho time of the cesicent the msp were eagoesed in filling
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me Lrock ond bamling up under Bhe ticn with

<

v. Lhe ponber of
zbovels at a ;olut just irmsdiatcly north of the -loce = ere the

adrrailment oesurreds Tho Srack gauge war not uzed at any time

o

in éolns thie «ork B the level board wae used for bthe ~ur.ope

of aryansing sroner supoerelevation and Bhe npecessary Mmn=-olif
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Dering the forepoan flagmen ere uszed o nyobzetd s troek

2

- onenn hour & flagman wWas

in Both iirec.ions, and after ¢ ussd

r m
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1o proteob agoingd trains frop tho north, until aboud 1100 Tales

fime of the exrvivwd of srodin Lot 873, afser -hileh tire no

F

the

Flagren wop ussds Ihres troing casse’ over this brack botooen

1: 00 Tamie 308 2318 Lalla, 5.0 blue I8 BYS sus vroghbods Hone of
them, hovover, was ruanning ab ke rate of a2neeld of LVhe vrecked

traln.

Byeitnesses of Lhe agcident gy thot toe ears wero deralles
Firste Soure tentified there was on explozion followed hy Lie
erash of derailment, otrers thst b erasi of derulloont wes
Lmmedietely folloved by cn ez losion, orbers say that $he erash
oF derzilment was nll shnd thoy heard or saw. All agree 88 o
the alwost immediabe presenee of Tire. Testinony &z $o She conw
diticn of the gas Sank e ml ment dissrowes any Luneory of gas
exploalon on accound of ihe faok that the gap bank under car
Bo. 154, the one supsosed Lo have expicded, had been junsiured
by stwe oubclée agzoncy.

Pao commithens of ernerts selenisad By the Pannsnwsond
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tailroad Soopany made enrerul in ulry sne investigstlion as to
the oatse of the aceldent, an ssrec as o 1t beins & derailment
of the forword trucke of the teonlor ant agree, practionlly, as
to rere tuese tracks left the Tail. Ty disagrec s Lo the
-gaunge of the derailment. One corrmitier rororted the derziloend
28 oF denbly eonced by a cocblipablion of umeyen and i-regular
track, the Ligh rsveed of the regked trnin ~hile ;mssing over
she track, ami Lhe srodable foliure of the sepilion men %o have
Joner superslevation en bhe surve, wogether vith sultahle
run=-0f{ leadiog to sane, onl suifielsnt Bullest agsinst end
of ties on bigh side of curve. The othar conmitior reworded
thatirask condition was such as would warrant them expressing
the ouinlon that it woe not the eouse of the dercilment.

An outside oxpert, vhe was on th ground ¥ay 24, gathering
sade and maling measursmonts s o .o gondision of the trsek
both a% the polznt of the moridont and st $he curve just nordh
¢f the aocident, oxyresses the orinfon that the enuse of the
demsilzent wae the uneven and irregulsr condition of the traok
end the follure to have troper su grclevation on tie curvs,
and run-off lesding to same, esusing the for-urd trucks of the
tenider to wount the rell, fellowsd by the der=ilmont of the
other gars in the train.

Conelusion.

There oan be no doudbt from the evidenbe in this oace, that
the aecident was & derailment, oaused By an uneven, irregular,
and insecure condition of treock wiieh would pot permit a train
tc pass over it in sufely at a speed of from 5C to 80 miles ey
kour, the ret: at whisk this train w:9 running,
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It iﬁ oar opindon izt this leece of trock should have
been 3}1*5‘3“@%%@{; by fiag, optil the work was completed, thet im,
untfl the elevaddion of the igh roil hed bess errisd around the
surve snd preopesly run off at the seme poind ths surficing had
bsen yun off on the loser reil, sns dallast repleced asainst the
~nds of the tles on the high aide of the curve.

The raie, &s interpresed by an officisl of the Pepnsylvaida
Zallroesd Cor ony, does wot rejulrs flag profesgtiun in doing work
of this ciaraster, and o belleve such rle -hould bt 50 cmended
3z k0 lesve no doubt as to the respirement éf‘ fiag srotecticn
to all traine whepn the treck in Yelng akifted, recliined cr
Strowm, oxr chere sueh simll-oy inseeure conditions of trock exint.

The fact Shut the ears in shils triln were of wwoden aonh~
gtruection, cnl That the lighiting syslem used wes gas, are evi-
jently re-poupible for the grest lass of :iife_;f ans the ﬁet&i
desbruetion of the Traip by fire. Had the curs been of sieel
congtruocion, or bhed elecirieity besn ussd as the lignting

system, it is oertaln the lose of 1life would not have been =0
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