July 26, 1911.

Interstute Commerce Comadssion,

¥ashington, D. C.

Desr Uirs:

dre. P« Fo Loughren, an Attorney of Seranton, Ps., on Jy
22, 1911, requested the Comnission to ifnvestipete an scecident
on the Delaware, Lookawanas & Vestorn Tallroad that resulied
in the denth of Drakenmsn Jeseph J. ¥elslly, cherging thast the
eange of the wcoldeat wan delective alr brskes, and in 2 fole-
lowing cosmuniestion om July lst, further complszined that the
informstion he hod goncerning the nccident waes it the airp
brake snd other ssfety asgopliance laws huod heen vicleted,.

Un account of this complaint alleging viclstlon of Safe-
ty Applisnee acts, I had Immpecteors Dusfy and Gldbens inventigste
the secldent,. 4 frelght trelin, westbound, hendled by engine

o 574, with 29 loaded and 1D smpty co.rs, collided with a
eobotse on the roor engd of o trala In the yurds of the D, L.
& Yo ARa, Zerantun, Pa., on June &, 1911, ut 1042 P. M., amd
Brekevan YeRal 'y recalved injuries which resulted in his deanth
within s few days,
LFRCRISTION

The Delzvare, Lockawanaa & Festern Rellircad Comprny, on
dune Bth, ran 2 train from Hoboken, H. J., to Seranton, ?a.,
with L1 ecrs, 29 of them losdaed ond 1l empty, handled by en-
zine Jo. 574. Investigetion shows thet ne troudble svhatever wes

gxperienced In controlling the spoeed 0 thiz $rain with the sir
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-l
brakes on this trip even on descending s grade, 19 miles in
length, frem Lehigh Bummit, Pz., to Scranton, Pa., pert of which
i3 75 fest to the zlle, is conclusive evidence that thers was no
violation of the alr brake provisions of the statute,

Upon reaching the yard limits, st a point sbout 607 fset
from where the acoldent oceurred, the track seesing elear, en-
gineman reoleased his brukes and traln was dpifting along at a
spoeed of between § and & nlles per hour shen he found the traok
fmnedliatoly shend of him obstructed by resr end of train thot
had arrived Juast prilor to his srrival, on which the axrkers of
the cadooss were still %uining. A% the pluce where this scel.
gent ‘deourred Lthere wez nothing to obatruct the view of the
anz inessn. The enginenan's stotement 42 that he lamedintely
agplled the sir brakes in omargency, but fsiled toc stop the
train srior to its drifting into the ceboose, and crushing Brike-
man YeRally sho waz Iin the eadoose 3t the tise. The rules do
net require fraight tyeing to flag Lo vard liﬁ}ts en aprrival at
terminels 22 was the gircumatsness In this osse. The rules ree
gulre that enginemen zust 2t 211 tize wnﬂn.ia yard liasits have
thelr troing andsr control and me orepsred to stop.

The ozuse o this zceoident was the failure of the engins-
man 8F englne Ho. 574 to sroaerly control the speed of his train

#8 reculrad by the rules. e wss held wholly responsible by
the e L. & %o AR, Co., and auspended from servicsa for 60 days

an agosunt of the aoecident,
Respactfully submitted, —

Chief Enaga&t&wt



