July 21, 191l.

Interstante Comnerce Comsission,

Washington, D. €,

Dosr Hirs:

The Boston & Albany Razilrozd reported, on July 3, 1911,
aa secident near Fost Hoad, Rew York, where one of thelr pose
sencer trains struck an sutomobille on » highway eroasing, row
sulting in the death of 3 persons and the sarlous Injlury of
one other. This sécident w3 investigated by Inspectors

urly and Gibbonsg, snd I sulnit herewith a synepsis of their

ACCIDERT,
Poateh % 4lbany asgsencer train %o, 361, hundled by sugine
Ho. 3533, known ag the Springlleold local pessenper, hit o fouring
ear contaibing 4 peopls on Gordner's Crossing, near fost Road,
e Yoy nt 6215 P, M., July 1, 1911. The sccldent resulted f{n the
death of 3 sersous and the zericus injury of one other,
it Ul
The Boston % ilbany Bsllroad st Post Rosd stxtion has three
main treeks and o siding, Imoedintely enst of the station lg =
highway known nma the Post Road, whieh jasscs under the truzek,
arn! ut this time wez being logroved by the State Highway Cope
mizggion, and fravel waz diverted to = crosaing, 600 feel west-
ward, ¥nown ap Uardnerts Crossing, where the sccldent cecurred,

wnleh 18 & erossing &b ¢rsde. The rsllrosd at Post Rosd stuticn

i9 stralght nnd runs sast and west, and Osrdner's Crossing ercsses
it at right angles. ALl the trseks at the erossing «re planked



-
inside sud outsids the rails and are filled with dirt and stone
between the tracks, On the north and south sides of the railroad
are atendard orossing signs in plain view., The railrcad tracks at
this point are straight for a long distance, but at the time of
this aecident there were some csrs on the siding which did ohsgure
the view of weatbound trains for some distance from the highwsy.
Gurdnerts Crossing approaches the reilrosd with an up srade of
atout 8% for about 100 feet next 0 the track from the south snd
has about & S% grode for 100 7eet or more on the north.

The train, at the tize of the accident, was gone few ninutes
late and running at s apeed of about 50 miles per hour., The whistle
wes blown for the rosd erossing. The englnencn statas thoat when
about 143 gr 200 feet from the croasing he saw the autozobile shout
50 feet from the track; he ilmmedistely sounded his donger shistle
and applied the emergengy brokes. The gutomobile aontinued ita
way until it resched the crossing and stopped dlrectly on the
track. Aftar hitting the sutomobile, the tralin pan sbhout 4 of
2 mile bwefore it stopped. Witnesses, who live nesr the crossing
state thrt they hesrd the danger whistle and then henpd the araéﬁ.

RECORERE UNB,

Un asceoount of the hewvy grade in the highway spoposching this
rallrosd erossing, both from the north and south, 1t would appear
that 4t eould be gade an underground erossing wlthout grast axe
penge and thus enlirely elinmincte any possidblliity ¢f the resurrence
of such an ageldent,

There 18 run an nversge of 100 truins daily, and the Bos-
ton & ilhany Hailrond should e adviged To atation a\rimgﬁan 23 1

this croasing, or %0 instull some affective warning device, until



-

gueh tine as an underground highway 18 suthorised and completed
undsr the reilrond et this point,

Respectluliy subnitted,

Chiaf Inspector of
8afety Apsliancaes.



