fupust 15, 1911.

The Interstate Coumerce Conmmission,
Weshington, D. C.
Dear Sirst-

On July 29, 1911, the Bsngor 2 Arscostook Railroesd Com-
puny raported by wire sn nceldent st Grindstone, Ue., resulting
10 the desth of flve sassenyers and three en loyees, nrd serious
Injury to seventeen otler Jassengers.

Tnsnoetors Ainderscn .nd Roche were assipned t6 ine
stigata thla aceident, They zlso asttended the hearing held by
the nuigroud Commission of tihe Ptate of Vaine and usnlsted in the
taking of testinony. & synopsis of thelr reocrt is herowitlh sube

alttad,
THE ACCIDENRT
decand secticn of Yioe 7, & northbound oxcursicn trnin,
consisting of angine 55, one ecmbinution be gege ond 2rosen er
car, -nd four dey coaches, collided hesde-on with regul-r sched-
ulad southibound essenger trzin de. 8, eonsisting of engine L4323,
ane buggape crr, tve cosches, and two sleevers. As o rosult of
the neoldent Tive oussengers .nd three smgloyees were %illed and
saventeen other sasaen.ers injured,
LECSCRIPTION.
Sewind section of treia Se. 7 was aa execursicon trein,
sterting from Ridders Point, le., on route to Coribol, le., visa Jill-
inceket, and prior to its arrival st ¥12_inceket nsd hee: run-

ning extra. It wes mede ¢ second section of regulor northicund -



.,
passenger train Ho. 7 ot Hiliinocket and its rights restricted
by traia order to run 3 hours and 45 nimutes late.

Under the Standerd Rules used by the Bangor & Arcostock
Rallroad, passenger train %c. 8 wug the superlor trein by di-
rection to passenger train do. 7 und all Lts sections. lnder
tiese rules, second To. 7 was reguired to keep clemsr of o, S's
leaviny tilze at sll stations. At 8155 p. 2., two orders were
gompleted %0 Conduetor Dibblee mnd Zaylnemen Cercelon, who hod
charge of the axcursion train, ot Zillinccket, to run oz secoumd
section of train Yo, 7 nd Lo rmm 3 hours and 45 alnuter lite,
Conductor Dibbles stutes thnt he as<ed foy orders aguanat truin
HGe  d and wosg told thnt there would be no orders for hism on tlet
traln. Yo orders were siven tuls train regording train o, #,

Trwla Sice & 13 - rezul. v schedaled acuﬁﬁbuund Jusson;er
trein, the initisl stortin, sclnt belng Van Buren, ¥aine. It

ra tLortable rights and was on tlue gt

e

w28 grocoeding south on
he tlaoe or the cceldent, ar awu © orders pepsrding second Jo.
7 or wutlierwisge restrlceting: itz pl i
Vhen zeecnd Ho. 7 oo prale oscd ot Zilllnccket at 35158 a.n.,
Concductor Dibblee asved T Lucon.l careelon 1 he eculd nmuke

¢ a

dets L2 ooue to lesve that polnt at 7137

+
4

Srindstone for so, B
Dee It wes some secons nfter this tize that second To. 7
started. The distsnce etorcn Leoisgstone snd Hillinocket is
8.9 zilezs. The westier oo ©o2 ol bt in guestion was very in-
clement, there balng violent winds, very dark, and » hecvy rain
Palilnge-3ll oF wniceh gho :ld Luve discouraped any eféerz 3 A

Ligh speed or suy sovement 1 3007t tisze ageinst a superior



i
train. The rules 0f the Bangor & Aroostook Rallrosd required
second fo,., 7 to be on the siding st Grindstons, elear o the
aali track, =t 3109 2. 3., or to properliy groteet ltsell,.

Thﬂ‘ﬁcciﬁﬁﬂt oecurred &t 9t110 3. me, at approxi.ately
two-Tifths of a mile fram the socuth awitch at Orindstoune 3te-
tion cn un S«degree curve where the 1ine of vision was very
iimited. Conductor Dibblee testified that at 9199 o, a.,
an remlized thet Koo 8 zns leavine Grindstone but aude no effort
to stoy his trealng nelther d4id he nnke any presrations to fluy
Jo. A, Hisg exense w:z thet he honed fio. % would s=ze them nd
5402, He statloned hisael? in the dousr of the hogyngos cor in

Pad

order to waten c. 2'3 aoproceh, und when he anw tholr tesdlioht,
lecsed t0 the ground.

1s experience in the zorvice of the Bangor & Arccstook
Asnllrosd hos covered » 2ericd of fen veers 8 bradesgsn and con-
ductor. e suid he relled nore on the jud ment of Inginenan
Corecaelon for making the tlaoe on this ran that he relied woon
aiizelr., Englnenen Garecelon, who was egually rsespensible, was
ciiled in the accildont.

Tne ragords show thnt none of the saployses ilavolved In
tiils scoldent nind been on duty in excess of the stat.tory aericd
pad that euch ¢f them hoad ped the required time off duty.

The syead restrlcticneg shewn by the tiseeurd on the Bangor
% roogtocs Jallrond urs thnt srssenger traing must not creced

Jifty ailes per hour,



-l

CsUBE.

The cuuze of thiz necident was the attempt on the part of
Conductor Dibblee und Engineman Carcelou, of traln gecond o,

7, to mske Grindstone aiding for train Ho. 8, a supericr train,

ta violation of the speed restrictions ef the Bungor & Aroostook
Rullroad and without sufflclent tloe to =aske the 8.9 milea, tuse

distanee hetween Hilllinocket and Grindstone.

Conductur Dihbklee, -fter renlizing the danger of s colli-
aion, which he stotes he did, could have averted this aceldent
by stosoing ble frols wng oreerly sroteeting it grior to ‘o,

lewving Orindstone Stoticn.

Thuia 1a g ainvle trock pallwoy, which uses the doubile Lrela-
arder syutem, «nd the .ccideat eo:dd have been averted h.d Lhere
teen in opersticn some sy-tow o7 block signslling thet would
tave orovented teo troing helo: L0 the sume block ot the annme
tl-e.

Tesaeet 511y submitted,

Chled Inspector
of Sefety appllances.



