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April 2, 19l12.

I3 RE IAVESTIGATION OF ACCIDENT ON THE PERNSYLVANIA
LINLS “ESBT OF PITTSDURCH, NFAR LARWILL, INWD.,
Pebrusry 17, 1912,

On February 17, 1912, there wes a rear-end colllslon
on the Pennsylvanis Lines West of Plttsburgh, near Larwill, Ind.,
hetween & wreexing train and a pasisenger truin, raesulting in the
denth of four em)loyas znd injurles to eleven othera, all of
whon were connectced with the wregxing train.

This aceldent was resorted by telegraph by the Csnusyl-
vanla Hrllro:d Company on the date of ita occurrenge, and aftep
investigsticn the Chief Inapector of Hafety Applisnces repcrts
ag follaows:

This acscldent was gsuzed Ly the fallure of the orew
of the wreecking traln proerly te rrotect thelr train snd by the
fzilure of the encvineman of the 1 =senger train toe observe o»nd
obey signel indleations,

Thia division of tiar ’ontusylvanle Lines Gest 1s double-
track road, eculpped wlth auto-wtle block algnala which are ojer-
sted with a full block overl.). Inder thia system a train 2p-
nrouching sn cccupied bloecx would receive a green signsl, indi-
cating enution, st the entr nce to the zecond block from the ge-
cupled vlock; n red sipnas, 1iudle tlng denger, st the entronce
to the nesxt blook; snd = rru signel, 2l30 indloating danger, 2t

—

the entriance to the occunira Hloak, s
!

On the date of the -ccldent, the wraeklng fraln, con-

siating of an engine, a derrick cur, a trueck gar, a malntonance

of way esr, s hloek cur, B ccumlisary and tool ear, end & cabln
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car, left Fort Wayne, Ind., at 4327 4. M., with Conductor Spencer
in charge, bound for & point some digtance beyond Larwill, Ind.,
which is 27 miles west of Port Wayne. When the erecking traln
wog near Larwill, it broke in two, and Plazpman Killian, in re-
sconge to a algnal frow the englnenan, went beek to protegt the
train. When he eume in he did not leave a fuses ar puit down any
torpedoea,. After the trala hed been coupled up, it proceeded
sbort thres-quartars of & slle and was then Tlagged by a traock-
waliter whe hud fourxl a broken rril. The traln sgnin proeeceded
glowly, ~»nd stopped shout 303 {fe«t heyond a block si;mul while
a search vas belng ade for the broXen rall. 2oth the engincmin
and eonducter of the :pscking train saw the flapgmon on the ground
nt the rc.r of the trzin; but the flsgman was not algnhsled or
srdered te go Diaek 40 nrotoet the trein, and (£ 1s evident that
ne did not go back very fer, although sufficient time must have
alaosed wnlle the search for the rall was in srogress 1o peralt
ailm to =0 B-:gk far enough progerly te protect the trala. The
“lzpman bteatilfied th:t he started to walk bock after the tirain
ztopped, and hud gone but & zhort distanece when he heerd the
jagsenser troin coming, Heo sterted to run, and swang his lanterns
43 the traln wpprosched, hut his signal was not acknowledped by
the engineman, After the collislon Flogman Killisn wes standing
shout 50 fegt behind the pzspenger train.

Bonagengar train ol 5, %¥nown a8 the "Pepnsylvenis Llialt-
e¢d,® en route frcn Hen York S0 Chlesyo, consisted of an englne,
one e¢lub ear, four sleepliy: ears, & dining car and =1 observution
car. 0On February L7 1t 1leoft Fort Weyne at 5t01 A. H., 3ix minutes

lute, and colllided with the wrecklng truin st about 5140 A, Mo -
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At the time of the aogident the 3peed of tha paasenger
train was spproxlzately 40 mlles an hour. All of thes wreeking
train, except the engine and the derrick car, wag deatroyod, and
the engine and the firat twoc gers of the pagsenger traln were
derniled and considerably domaged. The track where the accident
occurred i3 atreight. Ahout hulf & mlle eant of where the wreck-
Ing train stopped there ls a one-degree curve, snd thare 1l an
nscending grade toward the west of about 1% per cent. At the
time of the sccident there wns & heavy fog and it was difficult
to see gignals more than & short distance awsy.

Encin=msn Becutol of the adgssuger trein stated thot
51l sisnuls were white until he resched the red signel at the
entrsnce to the bleoek in which the srecking trzin was standing.
4% goon z8 he saw this aiin 1 he shut off gstewm and applied the
air brakes., Je did not sse Lhe flagman of the wrecking train
or any flagginy proteection excent o red light which he thought
wag about 2% feat froem Lthe re4pr ol tie wreekting traln.

The flremzn of the a:gson or brain stuated that Dnglne-
ann Bealtol eelled out the fadie tiocns of the sipgnuls as the
train approached theme The thilra signel ewst of the point whoere
the aceldent occurred, which choldd heve 1lndicuted csution, was
gulled white by the engineswn. The fireman did not remember
the next algnal, but the flret algnnl east of the polnt where
the aceident occurrd wra eo.lled red by the engineman. The
Tirenun did act gee these al_nula hiaself.

The flagmsn of the vrociklng traln stuted that fron
{
{
tima to time he noticed the sl nals efter hias train hud paiged

them and that In all criey tley sere red, The engineman of a—
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west-bound freight train whieh followed immediately behind Ho, 5
Stated that he found the usual csution sand danger slgnsls as hils
train approached train NHe. 5, indicating thet the signals were
working properly. After the ecollislon the signals were inspscted
by slgnulmen snd were found in goed working order. It L3 appareat,
therefore, thut Engineman Beehtol of train Ho. 5 pajssed the enu-
tloen signal cnd the first donger signal elther without seeing
thex or incorreetly reading their lndlestiona,

4Ll the emuloyeg luvelved in thins amceldent wore ex-
Jerlenced nann, and were consaldercd competent and reliable. Con-
duetor Jgencer and Brageman Klllilan of the wesekinr tr-in hed
baen on duty 1 hour wod 55 milnutes, aftor L1832 hours of £ Jduty.
Enginemsn Bechtol L'd been on duty L heur znd 45 minutes sfter

~3 nours off duty.




