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In re Inveatipation of Acoidant on the
Zouthern Rallwsy, July 17, 1912,
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On July 17, 1812, there wag a derallment of s psssengey
trsin on the Knoxville Divislion of tha BSouthern Rullway near
Vance, Tennesges, resulting in the death of one mall olerk
snd the injury of B maell slerka, 3 4ining car employeas gnd
24 presengeryg. After an investigaiion of the naturs and
cause of thils aceident and the asireumsfances connsotad there.
with, the Jhief Inspeotor of Safety Applisnces revorts as
follows}

The train Anvolved in thie socident wag Southiern Raollway
train Ho. 25, knowm as the *Yashington-Memphis Speecial®. On
the date of the deraliment this train lsft Hristol, Tenn.,
zeatbound for Xnoxville, at 2:81 p.i,, sleven minuteg late.

It wes 1n oharge of conductor Hurray and engilneman Braoka,

ahd éansistad of engine No, 1238, one wall car, one acomolnation
bapgage end pagaenger our, one day ¢gach, one dining oar, two
?ullmzn eleepera asnd one obeervation euzr, Theae carg were of
21l steel or atsel underirnre construatisn, with the sxeeption
af the Pullman sleepers.

The derallment ogourred sbout 3100 p.m., hine minutes
af'ter the train'e depsrture from Bristol, ab a point about
6 1/2 mlles Alatant frowm that place. The wsheols of the forward
trunk of the engine tender left the rsils at t@e'fmat of &

sliphtly descending prads to the weet, as the engine was
rounding s three and one-hal? degrae curve %o the right, and-



wilon

while the cers of the train were on a revarse ourve, The speed
of the train at the time of the asaident was variously eatimated
at from 38 to 70 miles per hour, At the place uf dersilment the
traok 1s laid on an 18 foot £11l1. Kfter the adoldent the engine
tender lay on 1%s left alde %o ths right of the Strack. The
2oll ear fell on its laft elde norces the track, at an angls
of 45 degreen, and went down the subankment, One end of thie
car was raaxed by the eombination gar lmmediately An ite rersr,
snd 1te suparsfructure sbave the steel undopframe was ploughed
aff and gompletely wreoked by the 1mpaot of fhe combination
osr and the pgars following 1t, none of which fturnsd over, but
all of whieh ploughed through the mail oer as 1% lay upon the
ground orona-wipge of the track. The obssrvation oar at the
regr of the train 212 not leave the rails and suffersd no damage.
The traak at the plaace »f the Aerailumant was in good
gondition. I8 was lald ~ish 86~10, gheel ralls 33 fect long,
ot hardwpod tles and roek bellust. The raile were new, having
besn lald only about five months previous %o the $ine of the
aseident, The gauge and 21ipnment of the Graak wera good, The
relle =ere mingle apllie” »uf braocss were used on the murves.
The curvaturs at the point of deralloent wes Shree and one-
holf degreos, and the aupar-lavstion of outeide reil wnas three
and ane-half 1Rches, which aliwuld be safe for a sveed of fron

40 to B0 wiles per hour, An examination of all the trucks of
{0
the engine tender and aars £-1led to dlselose any dafeat in the

rolling equipnent that misht have osused the derallment. — -
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That thip derailment was enuesd by the exsegpive spoeed pt
which the train was running ¢sems %o be amply proved by the
cireumstaness surrounding the aceident, and the sondition of
traek snd equlpment safter 1%e ocourvenas. The achedule speed
ef train 28 at the plpee of the aoccident is sbout 36 milee per
hour. The traln left ita divislonal ferminal ot Bristol eleven
minutee late, and had proagseded five and one-half miles in 9
minutas when the aceldent ococurred, althouvgh 1t wee required
by time ocsrd rule not to exceed a spaed of ten gllen per hMour
through the olty limits of Bristol. After the whesls of the
tender left the ralls they ran slong on the Yles for s dlstanos
af 20 raill lengths bsfars the tender went down the F111 on
the inner gide of the curve, After the mall car laft the
razlls and turned over on 1ts eifde 1% was pushad along on the
ground by the momantum of ths train far s dlsiance of fourteen
rall lengthe, the entire train golng in thia cundition a
distance of four hundrad feet after the derailment, The ftrack
waa very badly torn up for a Aatznoe of nearly four hundred
feet, necssglitating the use of 280 new tles and 19 new ppile
to pluase 1t again in gervimable condltlion,

The atatements of conduetor Hupray, engineman Brookas,
and flagmesn Rarohfielid, who were in charge of traln Mo, 20,
are to the effesct that the speed of thaly frain was from 35
to 45 milem per houpr, Track aupervisoy Wemple q{mthg Southern
Ballway, =ho aele an examinatlon of the track eénﬁitians after

the pocident, stated that the trask was "perfectly sefe for a_




.

epeed of elxty milee per hour,* Seotlon foremsn Halorkle
and the mpen who were wmorking with hin in the vicinlity etataed
thelr bellef that the speed of the traln exoeeded aixty
ailes per hour, while a farmer living f£ifty ryords from the
traok st the point of the zocidenty, who was looking at the
train when 1% left the railse, aald that Inhis sixteen yeare
realdence at that plaes he hed never beforas sean a traln
run aft suoh & high rate »f speed g this one 4id.

That thears wag not & wmuch grester gasualty liszt may be
st sributed to the modern eagui tent of the oars of this trein,

Rgspeolfully submitted,

Chigf Inspector of
dafaty Applisnaas,
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