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JATR e oring investigasion &“iaz‘;?.ﬁi;u%““‘,'
’ e Southern Rallway, near Holtom, Oa.) Sept,. 6, 1912,
Setaber 34, 1912,
(ﬁ To the Commiosion: ,
On September 5, 1912, there wes s derailment of
a passenger train on the Southern Railway, mear Holton, Oa.,
resulting {n the death of one employes and the injury of O
exployees and 20 peassengera.
Aftar investigation, I beg to submit the followling
reports
The deralled train, south-bound ¢ralm Wo, &, known
ag the "Cinoinunati-lacon Speclnl™, eonsisted of engine No,

1300, one evambinetion baggegs and pupsenger aer, ORé ¢oaoch,

and two Pullmen sleeping esrs, end wse in oharge of Conductor

floan and Baginemsn Soridbnsr,
Thie traln left Atlanta, Ga., at 12120 p.m., on

tine, ond passed Dmme's Perry, Ga., a station about 8 miles
north of the polnt where the asgclident ooscurred, at 2133 p.m.,
four minutes late, The derailnent ocourred et 8:40 p.m.,

in a shsllow out on ® 1% descending grade, on a d~degree
ourve, at & point about 800 fast north of s bridge 83 fest
in length. At the pelint where the derallnent ocourred there
wae a low spot under the reil on the inslde of the aqurve,

Thers had Been no heovy rains at this point for sevoral weeks

and the roadbed, whioh 1ls of micz mohist, was thoroughly dry;
it h&d'beannﬁ very finely pulverized snd had "squéezed™ out,
lotting the ballaet zettla ~nd lesving the ends e tleo
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swinging. Under the welght of tha tnsian nt l}ent, ﬁhis rnll
settled an imah or more. Ths front tundar truok was tna ftrnt
ene to be dersiled; afterwards the tender Sraveled slong
practioally parallel with the rails, the whaels between the
rails being almost in the genter of the tragk, until it resohed
the bridge, Then the wheela cutaide of the raile atruﬁk.thn
trestle guard rall end bunohed the tloni pushing aver two
bente end caunsing the engine and tendor ta‘tugu over and fall
down the embankment. The eomblnation Yaggeges and passenger
dey plunged down {nto the oreek, and: the aénoh and the front
truck of the first sleeper woars derailed.

Zxamination of the uiréa and flsngea of the engine
and tender whesls showsd that theres was nothing sbout them
which eould have caused this derallment, The englne wae of
the 4«82 type end, together with the temder, welghad sbout
188 tonas,

The equipnent of thia trein wes of stael and steel
underframs gonstrustisni this undoubtedly sccounts for the
faot that the casualties among the pamsengers were comparatively

few snd slight,
It was estimated that the epeed of the tralmn at the

time of the derallment was 4% or 50 miles per hour.

shere this scoident acourred ths Southern Rellway
1s & single-traok line. Eighty-five pound rails, 53 feet
long, are used, with 18 or 20 selt and pine ties to the reil,
A Tew tle plates are used, On curves the ralls are double-
apliked on the cutalds, end eluewhere they are sins(ég;piknd
on both sides, flag ballaat i used, the gnmunt varying
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from prectically none for zeveral rall lengths to 10 or 18
inohes in depth. Therse was a =5oft spot of shout two rall
longthe, bYeginning svproximetely 8¢ fset north of the point
where the Jersilment cegurred, Difficulty hed been exparisnaged
in mointalning the track in proper surfase and allgznmant at
this point, snd the ballast wse about 15 inobes deep,

Tho track supervisor stated that be had eome north
on the morning of the accldent on an inspeotion trip, passing
Holton at about 8:00 a.m., 2nd he goted two pleces on this
Beotion that wers out of surfnoe, one of them belng Just north
of the point where the derailment ccourred, The seotlion gang
wos working south of these pointa, and the supervisor was
returning on Ho. 6, with notos caelling attention to thess two
places to he throwa off to the seoticon forewen. The supervlisor
gtated thet he 43d not regard the eonditions as dangerous or
ealling for alow orders, lle atated that he had been over
tuls goetlon two deys before and notad aothing out of order,
but that these two ploaes and aseveral others had been glving
troukle snd geetion foremen were dirsoted to wateh them,

The seotion forenan stated that there was s soft
gpot 1n the roadbed at the polnt where the derailument ocourred,
and after the acsoldent he found the reil at this point adout
en lnoh amd a quarter low, but the line end gauge were good
and ths tiss were in good ocndition. The derailwent occourred
on Thursday afternocn, and he had not exomined the traok at
thls point since tha prededing Saturdsy. He stated thet the
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westher Led been 9laer and that the traok at shat point had
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not required sattention In that length of time when the weather
wap olesr) ordinarily in faly weather he inapested the traok
on his ssotion at lsast twlce a wesk, and caftener in gtormy
wsatheyr, le had been in the employ of the Southeyn Rallway
o3 seatlion foraman st this place for four wonths, and hed
had 10 years' previcua exparisnde., This section is six miles
in lengthk and the section forennn has a ¢rew of tbgr or Tive
men,

A onreful exsmination of the treak in this vieinity
wap made after tho acoldent, disclosing the fellowlng conditions:

In the half mils of track north of the point whore
the dsrallment ccourred 304 spikes were missing, In the 24th
rail 14 aplkes were missing: 1U were mleaing in the 22nd rall,
snd 8 fin the 1llthk, l4th and 15th rails. In this halfl mile
of traok £2 aplkes were pulled by hand, while at the fith rail
Jeint all four saplkes were pullsd in thla manner. In the
46th rell length 7 ties were not opliked on the inslde, while
3 deoeysd tlse were found und/r both the 8th and 47th ralls.

In the hslf mile south of the derallment 245 aplkes
were missging, the E7th rell ~n the esst side of the treek
having inside apiges missing in five gongecutlive ties, In
this helf mile of track 17 splkes wers pulled by hand, while
20 deoayed tlea were found, 5 belng under the 77th rall,

There were no speed restrietions or slow orders 1ln

effeet oovering this track,



This aceldent was oeused by a Jow spot in the tramok
on the inside of the ourve and by the high apsed at which the
train was rounding the curve. The lavestigation disslomon
the faot that the track on thls eurve and in this violnity
was net properly malntalined ¢to provide for the esfe operation
of traine at high speed; until the trask is put in good con-
dition, a redustion 1in speed at this polat chould be reguired,



