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Catoder 17, 1912,
Derailment on the New York, Ghicage & 5%,

louis Railroad near Erie, Pa., on Septemder
10, 1912,
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On Jeptenber 10th, 1012, there wam derallasas
on the New York, Chicego & 4. Louls Rallroad nesar Srile,
Pennsylvenla, whioh resulted in the injury of B8 pmssengers
and 2 3mployeas, After ilavestigantion of thils acoident, the
Qhlef Inzpgestor of ~efety Applliances reporte as follows)

Yast=hound train Ho. ¢ conslsted of one expreas
0ar, ono oombinetidn mail end bsggege ear, one smoking aar,
one aonch, one eafe gor, onw Fullman gsy, one oosch, end the
private our of the general asnager, ell of woodon eonstruotion
with ateel platforsms, and heuled dy engine Ko. 130, The train
wes in sharge of emginemsn Tayler snd eondustor Braden. It
left Srie, the lamst statlon previcus to the dersilment, at
12139 ;m., ond was dornilsd wt 1l2:45 p.m, o% Fagen'e Cross-~
ing, two and one~half miles snst of irie, while running at
s spead of ebout 3% mlles per hour,

The forward palr of wheola on the fiyrst truok of thse
tender and the forzerd trucks of the express cayr were derasiled
but they remained upright on the trmok, while the next four
oarz were derailed end thrown down a tenefoot smbenkment, The
forward trucks ef the sixth and seventh sars were slse Jdereiled,

but the onrs rempined upright,




Enginenman Teylor steted that whan within about one

mile of Fegon's Orosaing he shut off steap,on sceonunt of
seeing 2 force of seation man at work on the freok, #hsn
nensr the oroassing Ya discoverad that the wheels of the front
tender truck were ruaning over the ties and at cnee applied
the emergenoy slr brakes, stopping the train at o polat avout
700 feet beyond the first indiastion of the derallment, as
shown by marks oh the tlez 337 feet west of the highway ¢rosae
ing. Additionrl marks onm the ties 90 fest weat of the high-
way erosaing and 147 feat eaat of the firet marke indieated
wiere ather whaels ware derslled.

Thiz divielon of the Hew York, Chicage & <t. lLoule
Rellway ig a ainzle track llne., Thers s o slight curve
about 900 feet west of the point of Jaraillment, but for a
distanoce of about one mile there 1s nothing te obsoure the
vislon of approsoching emginemen., The Lraock le nearly level,
ené iz lald with 75-pound raile on osk tles, there being about
20 tiesz under esoh rall, The trasck is ballssted with cinders.
From Pegan'’s Croesing west the treok had resently Lees re~
ballasted with oinders, snd a number of new ties put in; the
work hed aet been completed at the time of the derallment,
013 msarks on the tles showed that in plases the rella had
toen moved from one-Tourth to one-half ineh te provide preper
geuge of track, There were no slow orders ispued to traln No.
& notifying them that the tramck was deing repaired, nor were
there eny slow bearda installed indleating that slow .spesd

would b%s regulred,
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guperintendent JFatterson, whd wes ;idlnc on the téalu
at the time, made a gareful examination of thp'tradk and equipe
aent and stated thet ocomslonally thers wes a tie that wos not
spilked, while the hellast was & little sof% and spengy snd the
traok was & Mittle out of line. IHle statements were sorroborst-
od by Supervisor of Traok Shea,

East-bound freight trala Ho, 4358 pasued safely over
this section of traek at ebout 12:320 p.m,, less thaes sne-halfl
hour in advange of the peaszseonger trais,

The squipment of the passenger traln wae gurefully
inapested, while the wheels of tho front tender truok ware
gauged end otherwlae examined. lNothing wes found, hWowever,
whiolh sould have gontributed to the derailuesnt,

sblle it i# impossible to determine with sertainty
the gause of thio dersilmont it is belisved 1% wes caused by
the fnobt that the track, whioh was undergoing repsirn, wea not
1n sondition to permit of the sefe operatlon of thia train at
the gpeed at which it wna Tunaing.

As & preventiva of such accldenta {t iz regommended
that in all esees where the track 1a not esafa for digh spsed
notice of the elow spsed requlrod shell de glven englaeman
by train ordevs, aud slow borrds shall %o installed %o indlcate
to the apyroaching train the lcostion of the place whers

such slow speed 1z reculred.
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