bgceaber 2, 1912,
In re iavaztization of szecident on the Illinolsz Centrzl
Hoilroad, near Hopkinsville, Ky., on October 30, 1912,

0n Qctober 20, 1912, there wug a derallnent of
g pasgenger train on the Illinods Centrel Railread st
Green's Crossing, abeut six miles north of Hophinsville,
Ky., vesnlting in the injury of 128 passengerns,.

After investigaticn, I beg to auvbnit the follow-
Ing reporb:

The dorzlled train wes nopthe~bound extra
pesrenger train do. 273, Thia train conzisted of zn
snglae, a beggsee car, and four gomches, It was on
exearsion traln bound for Pauuceh, Ky., where a colebration
af the hocdmen of the ¥YWorld wass belng held, The dersil-
ment occurred on streizht treck &t the Poot ef a slight
daseending grade, ut 7145 e ey sbout 300 fest from
Greenls gropsing staetion, Only the four conches were
dersiled; the engince and baggage car reaained on the track
and wers not doasged. The evidence indilggted that the
rear ¢or was the Clrst ene to be derailed, that aar
sulling the sther garsn of T fron the track. The three
rear gars wers of weodsn construetion, and the othar cosch
wee of steel censtraicticn. 411 the deralled cars went
oft opn the west side of ihe iriek, the first, seecond wnd
fourth carz turalag over on thelr left sides, and tha
third Cer remaining uapright but heling stripped of Lts

trucids



The speed of the train at the tine of the
derallaent was estluneted at from 12 to 15 oiles por heur,
the enginemun expeeting to stop at Greeatls Crosaing.

Thiz derallnent was paused by a broken ratl,
ifter the azeeldent this rull wes exsoined and found ¢o
be badly piped for 2 econslderable portion of ity length,
but this defect sprohably counla not have beea deteotad
by an erdin.ry ingpectlon az tha plping ald not coune to
the surfree. The recoric =€ the rallroad company show
that thils rail wes wamulzetured in 1892 and had boen in
eentimuous sorvice for twenty eers, The holeo bored
thirogyh the rell vt Ltz omos Sy ihe rall-Joint fastenings
dld not dlselose the gef=ctlve gondition of the pail,

The flprat opc.t in t o =11 woz 183 lnches fron
the zrouth or recelving o~ 7 re Ll the seeond bregk
war 20 inches Zapther nost.: Lo foird bresk was 20k
inehes froa the seceons, 5. 5o “oarth was 175 inches
from the third. The Lol. " Lv¢ rall wag broken off
the 4eb for some slstocu.

The englne waic v, Laulisng this trzin was
bullt in 1906 and i of it 1u'le 2-4-0 type, welghing
108 tonz. It nan & i, 1 wiag-wheel bapge of 17 faat
aud 3 iotal wheel buve 37 26 Juet, The wheel basg-af
engine and tender eoxblnn: 1 57 foat, 3-1/8 Inches,

Tho losdod weight of the tonder i3 145,000 pounds,




-

The equipment of the train was carefully
exeained after the zecident, but ae defect was foumd
wileh might havo coused this derailaent.

The troek 12 stroight fer & distance of three-
cusrtors of & nile scuth and twe apd one~helf miles north
of the nolat snere the seeldent cecurred. &t this nlace
there Lz & sllght aescending grade, sud there Lo g £ill
of ahout elght feat. The trachk was ometrueted with
3u-Lhe ralde, welghing 61-1/2 pounds to the yarg, laid o
ang ties, with abeut 18 tles to the rall. The rulls
were single-spiked ongd ne tle plates ways uced, The
pellant consisted of grovel and zome arushed stons,.

The meintenance of the traek was Pally good.
Thix seetion s zly -illez in length snd in additien there
iz about nulf o mile 20 side trock, A erew of from B
to 19 men hed been ot work on this seetion for zove dne
previcus to the aseeldent, The section ferensn bed had
sne rearts exverienge on this seeifon, and hed hod szeme
gy yerience olegviiere ln this brunch of the gervice., e
hAutd been over t.ds seetiom sulte frecueatly proevicus to
the zceldont.

e ey dseqsn of this traln was sn erporlioneed
ans bl ¢ goed records e stated that the firet Intlun-
tion he hod of saythlng aroag weo & aound coming from
gnder hisx onglne s though toe braike rlpging or the «gh

aen ad Pillene The flresen gtated that Le mewed this



noles sleo. kb L3 bDelfievod et the puoll droke under
the engine but that the 2ieees 31d not separvete pulficiently
to canse tie derailsent untll the last ear xas passing
over 1t.
This seclident wzadin ¢2lls attention to the
noed %f aore thorough erxcminsation snd teat of rella at

rail milis op befere thsy 2re 2t into rellrezd track.




