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In ro invesiigation of asaldent on the Union Pzelfis
RBallroad st Vuolnmont, Colerado, Pebruery 13; 191G,

6n Fehruary 13, 1913, there wuy a head-ond eollision bejsecn
R .argsnger tradn and a frelght train on the Union Paclific Halle
road @t Valomont, Colo,., resulzing in the injury of 9 sSassonzers
ant 3 &mplayaata

After imvestliga lon of this acolidens, the Ohief Insnector
of Safety Applicnecs reports ag follows:

The Beulder Bransl af i3c Unilon Peolrle Raliroad on wiieh
-his aveloent ocourred 18 2 single track line, snd troins are
. erabed on thia brsoeh under the traln order system. The truins
involved in thls eollizion we:e Joptbound pegsenger motar-calr
Hoe 28, running as troin Ne. 171, ani soathound frelght train
Yoo 174, congisting of an ~ajine, 5 qurs ani a eabosne, Consuctor
Guseel snd Hosorpon Andre s sere in charge of trsin ¥o. 171, whioch
renc feom Brighbon o Boulder. Coniuobor $¥itonell ane  Inginenan
Copplek vers In charge of #relib train Ho. 194, vhiel suns fronm
Boulder to Denver.

The apili.ton ceoucy-a abonb 400 feet “est of the woms
rasaing track awlieh af Tilvoni; on a ®wo«~degree yavorse ouve
ond oo eiighd ALl At okie nind thers 13 8 one Lar ocend
grode dpagending o rl fhe oads Fho traek $s strsighs Tor ahout
oy miles eagt of Viluand canolag Lraeks Asgroaching the codnt
“here the acsl iewd ceou-r-. 1y io s noasible to gee noro dian
GO faet in aliler dizeccicn Adns S she gurvsture of the stk
and on gevount of freosp o Ml fnou shacurding the view.

On the merpine of 500 cercend Coodght traln Boe 174 1o7%
Boulder Juneticn =6 M58, ove  mic wmd 33 mimales lade, The
aiatanee fron Bouluer durasion 5o Tnlront is 249 silles, ant Moo
171 45 we ot Vlzond no 2:7% e On 3hiz line the suesd od
Froaleht Svidaa 8 ooy 1000 S0 %Jd milen per hour and of nas-
cenger $ralng to 30 miles Lrs urire Conduostor Hitelell of Hos
174 gbabed bhat hig % ta ¢, =l nbhoud A5D fsab wend of tho
uggsing srack af 9140 4. W« v &, atarted to baek uy whon ib
Wy gbruek Dy tho Solor gar i3 oa olad 400 foeet wouat of the wesh
aguing ctrack awltok u8 re .0 . Ho eatioated that the spood
o bBio Arads At she Tize of 4 aollisfion was 10 or 12 miles
F6T BOUTa

Hotarmon Andre « o sroon loe L7 gzased bhat whon noroesche
ing Vilmond we wou on 3o olong, exmeching to be flagged for
sagsenzere ub Bt stasti.on, Tuot rot being flagged apt arriving at
B peint vhere e sould oo 81 tivick was eloar for sore dlotaneq
Boyond the aest gwiter, he sbund o 0 20 peme Decessary work on
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the gsooline engline, He gtated that ne was looking for traln

Fo,. 174 8% 3hin gtation dbub as he wan two mimben late and he
oould 2ee hoyond the wesd sviteh, he eoncluded thabt 1% had net
atranstel e Peich Valuont, Yhile standing, owlng %o the shape

of the roof of the osr, he wap abls fo ges the tmok aheud Tor a
natangs af only about 300 foot, Ho 314 not ses freight train

Ho. 174 uatil Just befors ths collision. #is trafian woo running et
about 30 miles ger “our snc he dld not bave tine Lo auply the
rolog op shul off Lie enging,

When Srain Hoe 1974 8 prosshed Valmont the hend brakeman was

‘iina on she ilot of whe engine, and ag the traln cunme o 4 stop
he fmeptod oFf 2 and adarded chend Lo flag She peaessngesr traine. Ho
hao sone a dissanes of ouly abkews 80 feat whon b2 wro ecorpelled o
loows Bhe Seosk o avold boong styuck by the pas enger tiain. He
shatad stat o 214 no% have p red flag and forredosn ds re-uired
by the mites of the Unlon 2aoifie Hzilroad and that he d4id not
Luve Sisze %o "us down torpodcos. & witness of the acoident

ghab~ 1 that A vhe fralizby Srein cama G o ghop the ugser ony
smy assltg over tho west swilsh of the passing vr ok and st the
ensinees only ad sine to revevse hia oengine and stard o beek up
e gt tonin wms  shtruek,

Fule To. 8 of the Oplon Foolfte Hailroad Coany renlg as
fullowa:

r

it mootiag o lato botsesn btevalns of difforent
glsisas she inferlor Loodin smat bake She sicing ;"
algar % oureior Sradn ab lecst Tlye sinvtes, and
meat ull inty 3le . 4.:4ng vhen sreotioables. IP ococs-
spry to back in, the tenin mugt firsy be protechaed as
Jreseribed by ®ale 99, unless othersisze provided.”

Thiz zeclient wap asused by the fallure of the oroew of
Prefght tinda He. 174 to obsorve this yule. This Sruin loft
Boulder Junction, "3 niles foon Valoout, only seven mlnubes
hafore she » soenger traln sas due ad Velmont, end without orders
affooting the i e of hat trains Under the apesed restriotion
ef M aller por bgur for frolibl tzalins, 4% was lopossiblo for
%83y fealn ¢ re gh Tulromt any zo in on the size Hrack flve
mi%ﬁﬁ&ﬁ bufore the papscnzger btruin was due, as o uirod by the
Tiidye

It ap earg $lov 1% 18 o ocimod gvactiec for foeslyht Lyains
o T3l Se oloualk pascenger braln loe 171 five mimgss as roouired
Wy hhe rulsc. A roter pesard Por the safedy of dtyain opsrablon
on oila romd would re ire the  Shis rule be gtrlotly obgervod.

Tha b o beakemen an? the fireman on train Ho. 174 ssatcd
St Shew gailog abzeption to the faobk that thore wnn not ufll-
gleat Ll.n to re ¢l T:lmont in time to glear for Fos 171, Wb _
v edr yaraings voro au .arently fmmorsd by the coaducter and enjline-
mafe +4nege o loyees are dirsebtly revsonsible for bthis ascident
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jﬁﬁ’;g and bhere ¢ be no exouse for such gdereliotion of duby.
' All the emplovecs inTolved “n this acoldont were exyer=

lenged meg ond Hone of Hh- wes on duby ceunbrary to any of the
rrovisione of the hwura of serviae laws
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