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Hovenber 7, 1913

In ro Invsstigntlion of Acellsnt on tha 3%, Louls douthvestern
Rallvay nesr evenz, Ark., on Octoher 2, 1210,

]

On Untober 7, 1215, thers wes o hesd-end eollislon on
the 8t. louk -doutinwestern Anlleay near Htevena, Ark., which
repulted in the desth 9f 4 esploysss snd he injury of 4
AEPluyYea,

After lavestization of thle agcident the Chlel Ingpsctor
of Safety Appllancga reyoris as follows:

Borthbaund €xirs 519 was on route from Ahrevesard, la. o
Fine Blufr, ark, Thia trals was o work treln oonslsting of 1C
oars, ineludisg x plls drlivep, hrldge anterial, oamp onvrs, eto.
Bauled by lesomotlve o, 613, snd was in ahsrge of Conductop
Aprnes and Shplasmen Daviz. Thia teein leaft Shyeveport at 1100
Pae, PRaned Riner, Arh., 0.70 miles gowth of Stgvenn, &% 7105
Teile, W &% TiS4 m.m, colliled with first Moo L5 at & noloat
ebout 5/0 of a mlle gouth of JLeVERs.

Fouthbound tealn Tirat Yo, 10 wep 2 fogt frelght traln e
routs from Plne Blufy, Ark,, to PYowvarians, Texad. This Srain
aonglsted of 38 anws «nd = csboose, houled by locesetive Ho,
853, and wap in eharpe of Uonductor Jheen and Ansasn Hedohe.
Thizs train laft Pine Blaf2 2t 21380 poma, and gt liy, AlNa,

g 3tatlo 20,20 wiles aopth of tovens the erev In chsrpne ro-
eelved amons sthers s ooy of tr«lin opder Ho. 18 reading s
followst

SPipet No. 1D Sl wrlt oan Gamden wntil 8400 pune,
Fimn 6180 p,=., Suenn Y020 TEXD Date, Cgomaw TIN5

Teite, Stowvenr PIAT e ., HlSp U pas., HoNell
BILS pteta, "RS UL SITD v, for Ro, 16, Ro. TG,
TRber 888 Hopth ~nt rTor 518 Herth, Hoo 16, NHo.o T8,
2ni antras &7 50 518 sorth hirwe pight over asaomd
Ho. 10 lewiswllile to Jnnden,”

After reesivin. iz pder 2t Gessden, first Ho.o 18 pro-
egnded on Lte wey, —a < 0 JGeena Yiate, B.89 ailes novriy of
Itavens, &% Tils v, ool Jtevene &t Y108 pume, 7 alnuten
ghigrd tha tins naedgl o Wron opder Bo. 18, mnd colllided
wiilh exirz Ho. 819 za shov~ aiated,

Joth engires weps o't Ladly danaged, BSeveral freight
ears wers desidosed, nnd ervarsl others hedly Jamspged, 31ighi
dagere was sustzined b e trock, The sppinemsn of extrs 519,
e Uridgesen riding auen looc.rastive Bo. B1D, the firemsn of
locomotlve fo. 353, =i » ssintstsnce of wey employes ridlng
uron lacomotlve Ho. 200 rape the emplovees whe e Eilled., The
snend &f eachh Sprein rt the tiqe of the collizlan le helleved
to hieweg been aboutl 20 23lex ey hour. YThe weathar was ¢leor
snd both loeomoatives vord scalneed with slsatrle hesdlizhte. -




alfu

e divinlon apon which this sccldent sgourrsd wes @
single Lrzek line. Bo block afgmal systes was la use, trealns
bging cypsrated wader the iralnwordsr aystem, The point of
colllslon wae £30 feet from the southern ang of s S0-Ta0t out
sout 1,700 feet Ln lengih. The grade at this polft wes about
1% desgenilag for gouthbéund tralng, whils the curvetura wag
% dagrees 40 minutes leallag towerd the ssuth, The vialon af
e saglinesen of extya 4517 was almoest entirely obsqured on
steount of Boaing o6 the cutside of the eurve, whlle the vialen
of the saglnemen of the southdbound trein wag limlted by the
curvature, oabt ond trees 1o sbout 305 feet.

Conductor Zhern of flret Ye. 15 stated thei shien the traln
wie aespleg dlavens e was et hig degl Flgorlng where hiz traln
wiuld wo sble To o for treln Fo. 1, & pagsanger irsln.  Ag hids
Tredin started thpwough She towp of Btevens b went Livey? ths alde
ol of bBle sadogas inteniing to see extra 815 whern hlus trein
Jaesed 1%, AL sbout this (lae Brakempn Mayben, who wan rlaing
Anothe ousels, sald that thel fyaln wes noely thers #50 e a2t
snge salz Thorly the Lrenes®, ot the gesme Sime gbepting Tor Lhwe
ok luetorfs velve, A% aboul this time they felt the brekes
w2hng gpelind ln enepsensy from the hea? exd of the toralin.
Condiietor Shart fartlier stated thet when he hanced the opders
Lo tiw eafinsusn oY% Camien he rengrked that Hlos. 18 snd 76
werg aiypecy in, ol %ad they had wellt ordsrs on exipas S80 and
30, He then left the sngline, not walilng for the snginonan
W oread the ordors o hlo se regulred by the rules,  Apcvoschs
Ly dtevene nonw of the socupants of the esboose were shls %o
coe Tor enawsi zhewd, on -eottnt of the eurvaiurs, to asceptaln
wasller or 0% exire 310 wee on the pessing track, snd se Zha
treln conbtinued on Lte way he aupposed, of oourss, that tis
gnginesen vonld gee Loal the tvalin wes into glesr. When Le
found cat thal axtre 517 wes fot thers he looked =i his wobel
afel 58w Lhzt 1t wne TEIE .z He then asked the breliessn vhat
Bime Wiclr watehes lndlested, thimking that powslily his uvsien
Reld man Jawh, and ong of then replled thet 1t ves TI00 posi,

e then sald to aprly the plr bwakes, as thoy wers runsing
shesd 4f the wedit opder.  He thought the esboose of hls traln
eriae 0 & atov st 2 peinl about 174 or 1/2 mlle south of the
swutly swllich, He fursther steted that He Q14 net lesr the
auglacnsn gound the whistle sipnel for the atztlion +nd he wse
surda el no one on the reay o e Lreln geave the ensineoan
an %sll pioht® slonel,

411 the hr-lLemsn on this trnin were rddisz In the cabosse
7% the Wlue ofF the oollislon and thely stnienents wroatleally
soaproboratet thase of thie conductor.

Ggdnennn “ofiabe stoved thed his mind was p blank cone
corawny vhet Renaned Just nelor to the golllslons e recelved
toe orders et Qemden, includlsg the opder yeoulring him te
# ih et Spevene wntll 7140 pad., and pemenboped thed bl wedn
wwg I oRlawtes lste £% Onezaw on the time glven In tho welt
arlar Lut 4L nod resecber anyitblsg that ocggupred alter lerving
el oroelat, noet even resesbaring shutiling of f slean or apoly=
- the oir Bexiken Just —riopr ¢ the colllislon., YWhern asied



B

A2 Ne pemesiered oaying just &fter the ascident *I theught

I had mot all the trelns on the order vhen T Ieft Ogense® he
astated thet he micht hewe 2320 thet end he might met kave asld
1ty that At wep il g blank to him. ¥hen he whd given the
orders at Usnflen the sonductor 418 not rpad them o klp, tut
on lesving Cemden Tngincmen BeCobe reed thenm to the flresan.
tn gocdunt of the athsy eccupznta of the englmp belng killad
At wan imoosaible to obtein any statements g fo whet ogewrrad
Ih the enpine belween the time tha tralin Jeft Canden znd the
tiss of the ¢olllaloan,

Hule Mo, 872 of the oporeting wules of this rollroad
providen ag followes

*At meetlng points between traing of differsnt
elasces the infariow treln muet tfoke the elding
and elesr the suverisr traln 2t lexat & minutes.”

Under thiz rule extre 515 had %2 be iato cleor &b Btevens ot
TISE Do. or eoylier, The teain sheet indiosted thet 1t passed
Hiner, 8,88 miles fron Stevens, ot TIZD Ded., atd in oprder to
eomply with rule Ko, 23, thersfore the irain would have had to
meintein an average srasd considershly in exosee of 30 mliles wer
hour In order ito enzbls 1t to roach Jievens, snler the «lide
treck, st clesy the msln line for the pesssge of flret Ho. 15
By 78 mume The colllsilon cecurred g% aboat Tilds p.o., 2t 2
rolnt pkout 878 of n mile soush of Stevens, si? A% Lg spperent
thet extre B1% would Rave heen sneble to reash the gwlteh,

cong to g ztor, and exler the zlls treck within the ens sinute
reneining. It ig aleo aprparent that extra 519 wie belng opers-
ated in violation of = n-soizl tlsgegard Midle dnder whlch the
epeed of all extrs feeine L licitad Yo BB slles an hour,
resrptlags of locellity.

Jonduetor Darnes o0 arre 510 clalmed that hle Irain
reggad #Hlner beabtween 71721 -n7 TIDT o.m,, Al ghated that he
Firured on bBelap inte clesr <t leveng ot TI40 pu.g., and in any
event Shat hisz trefy soaned “eve Rean lnte elesr By Tie6 or
Ti? pette Hend Bpsbaovsn Jeeld of exztrn HIP stated thet lmuge
éiatagy after the sevlens In =tertad Bowprd the sagines. The
fleat man Be sew wer noding -+ Yolabe orawling thrwugh wnder
the fendsr of locomotive To. 250, He apked the englnemgn who
ke weg, But The fly sasosp b recgived was “Hy %odl lov 414
I gweprlook thon.® Js ~onin ~hed Snginesman Helebe who le was
end the sugilnemen veaplis ', ".les vz loek out for the englne.”

Beokaman Mayhen af Jtret il 13 stated that he found
Inginenan MeCabe urnler tne csslie zters on the rignt hond alde.
He "stated thet Inglamen el-oo weld, *George, for Zodls ke
Mt zome weter om the opvloe, <nat s the astier wiat s hap-
renad?? He glse siried Swe L when cerrylng Eﬂgin£;$aiﬁcﬂa%&
swey from the wreckscss the letlter was Is Buck peln and ssked
then aet 5 landle Him. B

donduptor 2harsp hel henn employed 84 sueh by the 95, Louls



i

Iouthmsatora Rzilusy since Jetober 1, 1217, frevioss to ubilah
B ard Mad asout Ve vears' sgpardencs e a byekasan., Sofovs
Pooanlins connentod w31tk this ralluny e Ned had about six yesrs?
sr-aplence with Bhe Ilinels Central RBallroad s Drsleman and
sonfustaor. Iaginesan JGadebe had been eepleryad ay such by the

%%, Louls Joatlvsetern Boillwny singe Septasher 27, 1008, srevlous
to whloh he hnd been emnloyed as s dMakesan for aboul nlxe monaths
Buplny this servlcos ks hod never bean susgendad, elthoush his
recard hpd beenm uswkad eizht timeq, Bith tne ewcention of the one
cane where Ao was Feznonsible for the dersllsent of 2 wrecking
tonsin on aooount of fsat ranning, sll of these marks weve for
pinor offensag. Neltheop of thess enmployeen hed boen oa duty in
giolatdon € any of the vrovialons of the houys of zervics low,
£l a0 geme in trua of 211 the othzy saployaes fnvalved, all

of whon ware evperlangsd men.

Thiz sopident wma gaused Iy the fallure of the condustor
god mapinga-n 3f traln firat Mo, 15 te obep $rein opder do. 18,
which peoulirsd then %o weld for exztps 510 % OGtevens unill 7140
“e.3s  The other spmbers of the evew slaw are to Blame fop falllng
to 2ton thelr Wvin when they #aw thet the Sraln order wis aat
beeing Yhered.

on mensunt of tiw dsath of all the seoupents of loenmotlve
Ha. SO sxwoer-t Sncinessn Molabs, ne opporlunlly wos afforded &F
detaraining the sorrectness of Bls elalis thet bl alnd wis &
Bl st tie tlam of the sesident, although 1% oooearz Lo he
amnde gertsin remarns Just afgsr Yhe accldent whieh he con®l not
ratertier mekinn when testifylnz at the Investlostlon. It is
ALam ameapent, Nevavar, frow Als sonversation with Brelensn Hesd
rril tinghen That he wea Lm hir right sind fmmedintely sIt-r lhe

& -
goatdunt,

Ag mreriougly asted, o1l the brsXemen on tealin Didet Mo,
1% ~ope pl34or In the gcboore 2t the tiume of the ascldeny, I
ig st gafe ~reatice 8o overnty s Trelsht Sradn of 42 csre wlih
all . braksasn of thet tredn grouped at ons end of the seae,

—ua A

an o aueh esndltlione shaqld not Do teresittad.



