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In Re Inveatigation of Head-end Collision
on the 8t, Louils & fan Franclisce Rail-
road, at Hansfield, Ark., Hay 5,
19i4, Resulting in the Death
of Two Eaployees.

- -

On May 5, 191, there wuas a hoad-end celllsion be-
twaen a frelght traln of the 5t. Louls & San Frencisceo Bail-

road and 2 1ight engine of the Chiecego, Rock Islsnd & Pralfilc

Railway at Mansfield, ark., resulting in the death of 2 eun-
ployees,
Aftar lavestigation of this sccldent ths Chief In-

gpector of Safety spplisnces roports as followa:

Extra 613 of the St. Louls & Ban Franciseo Railroad,

hauled by locomotlve 613, was lu churge of Canductor Hatthews

and Engineman Cempbell, and on tne day of the accldent ar-
rived at Hansfield at 3130 p.2. While locomotive 612 with
the caboose beshind 1t, sand an automoblle gar in frent of 1f,
was gwitehing at Hansfleld, it e2cllided with Rock Islané lo-
comotive 1703 at aboat 43321 p..7., while ruaning at a speed
of 6 or 8 miles ger wur.
Train 81 of the Tuhlcogo, Rock ILsland & Paelific

Ruilway was 2 locsl freaigct runalng between Booneville, Ark.
and Haileyville, Jkl.., h.ulcd by locomotive 1703, and wasg
in charpe of Conductor Tayder and Engineman Bhields, On the
duy of the mceident thidsz triizn ~relved st Hansfleld at 3155
Nedls} the locomotive wsz cut off from the rest of the train
and proceaded on the tr.ck th-t 13 used by the Ffiﬁbo trains
in rexching the station, to ilck up a ear of briek, and col-

1lidod with sxtra €13 whilse runniny at a2 speed sald %o have
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been 3 or 4 miles per hour,

The coillision occurred 360 feet east of the enst
end of the station platform and 100 feet in on & reverse
curve, 409 feet in length, on practically level track. Lo-
comotive 413 amd thie furniture ear wors slightly demaged.

The two brakemen riding on the front end of locomotive 613
wore killed. The wesather at the time was olear,

The view of the enginewsn of extrs 613 wun ob-~
structed by the car ahead of locomotive 613 and also on ze-
count of hia belng on the putside of the curve. The view of
the firemcn was but 124 feet on acocount of trees on the in-
aide of the curve., The view of the sngineman of locomotlve
1703 waa 240 feet, while the view of the fireman was entirely
avstrueted on account of belng on the outside of the curve.

Hensfield 18 the terminus of the Mansfleld Division
o the Frisco Lines, and is sn Interchange peint with the
Rock Island Lines. Thiz yard is operated under a joint con-
tract, both rousds using any and all the trackse within yard
linits, there belny ragulur designsted traeks for dellvering
¢ars to both lines, lowever, each rosd hes a separate track
for entrance to the statlon, but it appesred to be custownary |

for the Rock Island to use the tracg assigned to the Friaco

tralng while switehing in this yard.
Conducter Motthews of extra 613 stated that after :
they hud Finished thelr regular station work locomotivu 613
left tha stetion for the purponse of awitching in the yerda,
snd was proceeding eastward, pushing the automoblle gar ahesd

of the enyine, After proceeding a few ¢ur lengths Conductor
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Hatthews, who was riding in the c¢aboosg, hesrd someone csll.
He then saw logomctive 1703 shout 30 feet ahead, at which
tine he Jumped off and storted running toward the hesd end of
nis train. About the tine he jusped he heard locomctive 1703
whistle, and the collision ceccurred a few seconds later. He
had had no previcus notice that Locomotive 1703 was sccupy-
ing the track his traln was using, and while Manafield is a
Jeint yard, he did not think the Boek Island had any right te
uge the track hiz traln wss oeccupying, nor 4id he remember
gver acaing & Reck Island train on that tragikt. He further
stated thut after hils train bucked in on the traek uposn which
this aceident occurred the =ain iine swltch showed red, in-
die.ting thet thla triex wxas cecunied. He did not know
whether or not anyone wos ridlng on the front end of the
car being pushed by locomotlve 613, but even L1f therse had
heen he gald 1t would hzve brea itipossible to have scen the
apnrosach ¢of logeuiotive 1713 o «ovount of the trees., He 3aild
that the sgpesd ol alr tirian wae: fr-z 5 to 7 niles per hour,
but did not know whether or wt luconctive 1703 was seving
when he saw 1t.

Engineman Cazniael. of extes 613 atated that the only
warning he had of the a.sro ch of locometive 1703 was s short
blast of the whiatle a snort time hefore the collision oc-
curred. On zceount of aelig o the outslde of the curve and
thoe eur in front of his an ‘ne nla view ahead waz obatructed,

Conduetor Unydnrpr of troin BL atated th?tﬁuhen his
train arrived st ¥anasfleld they were instructed %0 pick up

a car of hriaek fron the Frisco transfer. Locomotive 1703 wag
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cut off from the rest of the train snd moved in on the frans~-
for to get the ounr shile he went to the telegraph office. Ile
then heard a stwrt blast of the whistle, followsd by a

e¢ragn, but did not ase the c¢ollision. &lthough locomotive
1723 wug asing the tracscs uped by the Frisgo passenger tralas,
ne mude n0 lnguiries to ascertain whether all Prizsco pasaenger
traina due at that tise had arrived, beesuse he considered
tals olsce of tr.ck s Joint trzeXk for switchiny purposes, He
stated, howevar, that they were required to lkeep this trock
glear in order that the Frisco freight and passenger tralns
ai, ht reach the depct platfora,

Enpineman Shields of train 81l ststed that when lo-
comotive 1703 was being cut off from that traln he saw gtaem
neur the depot, indlenting to him thut a Friseo train was
thera. ¢ tnen . roce~ded on the tragk asslgned to the frlaco
tralng, a brakossn wailsing acead 0 loente the oear they were
to pilek vy and at tne sume time locking out for othsr traina.
£ngineman Shields suld he folliowed the bpakeman, Keeplng a
igogout for Friscc trains, and when he reached 2 poiat near
the erossing saw the Frisco train moving towsrd hian. He then
sounded tne whistle for the train to stop, and applied the air-
by ke, stogping sbout four or filve ear lengths from that
train. He then reversed his engine and realessed the alr brakes,
mat before locomotlve 1703 could get 1o the back wotion the
golliston ceccurred, He further stated thnt when using this
gilgee of tracx theyr always flag and Xeep a loekapihfar Frlaeco

tpuins, and the bratenan who walked anead of locomotive 1733
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on thae day of the aceident was to furnish sugh proteotion,
although he was not provided with a red flag, as required
by the rules.

Fireman Hinchlee of train Bl stated that leocomotive
1703 had stopped before the collision occurred.

Braiteman Cully of truin 81 stzted that he was riding
on the gangway of logcomotive L1703, and when they reashed the
switeh lezding to the traclt ¢eccupled by the Frisco train it
was lined up for a movement to that traclk, indicating that
thut track was occupled., After proceeding a short wsy on
that track hoe anw the trala et tha depot unlosding freight,
and BreXeman Johngon, who wns walling ghead of locowmoctive
1703, give hiz the signsl to roceed, He statad, however,
thuat Brakeman Johngon was not fligglng.

Brakenan Jownzcon of traln 3L stated that on the day
of the acclident he malked .hesd of locomotiva 1703 as it sro-
cegded on the traek agslened to the Frisco t¢rains, his surpose
being to locate the car they .ere to plek up. When he had pro-
ceeded about 15 car len;ths froa the switch, he saw extrs 613,
but thoucht they were switeiing a emr in on the short ccnnection.
He «d1d not glve them wny sto: siznals beeause be 2rw no one
on that teain.e He stessed off the traek and loeomotive 1703
pasged hin nt s spead of 5 ar A niles per hour. At ths tize
of the sccldaent locomotive 1703 was not moving. When he gove
the engineman of locomctive 1792 the signsl to proceed he
thouzht they weuld have rime to pet thelir ocar haf;;; extra

613 coved., He stuted that they had frequently made simller
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povements on this tracic and 1€ was his understanding that each
train was to lock out for itaelf.

This acoident was csused by these erews falling
properly to protaect thelir trains while switehing 1in the yard.

Befors entering upon the traekx assigned to Friseo
traing the Roek Island corew lkoew posltively from the stean
and sueke rising near the statlica that the traek they were
using was eceupied by a Frisco train, and they dia not usse
due diligence and cautlon under the ¢lrcumatances, essaeglally
in view of the fact that tLhey knew thelr view would be more
or legs obstructed oy raeason of the curve and the trees along
the track.

The crew of extra &13 were pushing an autonebile
cur 1n front of the locomotive without & flagman on the front
end of that car. They Knew that thelr view would be ohstruct-
ed hy thst cuar and by the curve and trees, and since they
¥hew that the track uzon whleh they were moving wus 130 used
by Roek Islund snglnes they were negligent in not taking sush
srecauticns as the circunsiances would spem to warrunt.

511 the ezployees lnvolved in this aceldent were ox-
serlianced men and familiar with the yards st Hansfisld, having
been enployed for ssversl years on tralns running into thst
3% .tion, with tihe exeepticn of Brakeman Cully, who had bcen
eaployed for sbout one year, this being his first trip inte

these yards, o~
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