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BOCKIING
RAILWAY NRAR STARR, OBXQ, ON JUNE 13, 1914s

y ¢ . "

On June 13, 1914, thers was & headwond gollision between
two smgﬁenm tiaina on the Valley Rallwoy near Btarr,
Ohlo, resulting In the death of 1 enginemsn, B firemen, 1 brake~
man And 1 Daggegeman, and the of 89 ﬂﬁmma & eRplory-
oes and & mall elerkaes After Lnvestigatlion thia agoldent, the
ehief Inspestor of Sufety Applisncen W@ﬁﬂ? a8 followas

Southbound paasenger train Mo, 134 consicted of 1 combdie
uation mall and bagsege exr, eqmipped wilh & stecl undeyfrane
and 2 condhea, enoh of woodsn ﬂanugmmi en route gom Logan,
Oklo, to Pomercy, Oblos It wae hauled by tive Ho, 74 snd
way pharge of Conduotor Pexnett amd Bpilneman Davis, It wee
1l minutes late lesving Logan and &t Unlon Furmece, 4.4 miles
from Bterry the erow in eharge reselved train orger No, 28, resd-
iozg an falim*

wlo, 134 Bnge 74 mest No. 187 Eng, 73 at Bterr
Ha: p &0 s&ﬁa thin at %;mm“ *

Teain No. 134 lefy Uni-n Purpese at #2310 p, w., 9 nirates lete
and eolllided with frain No, 187 et & polnt atout ons-hslf mile
poerth of Htarr while running at & speed sstimated to have been
batwoon 3B and 30 miles per hours '

Horthbound passenger train Noe 107 consisted of 1 gombie
nation mall and baggage cap, squipped with e steel underframe,
2 goacher sni 1 parlor gar, Ake latter 3 eurs being of wooden
sonstrustion, en route from Pomeroy, Ohfe, %o Logan, Ohlo, The
train was beuled by losemosive Mos 98 and wae in charge of Oone
duotor Wilson and neman Shalffer, It arrived sb Sterr, the
regular meeting ﬁgﬁlm w1tk pouthbound pescenger $raln No. 134,
at 8:24, Train Ko, 134 had not avrived and fmoocuck es the train
order board waz in the elear tion, At pno trodin oxdors were
delivered ¢to the orew, train Bo. I8¢ ﬂeing the superior tralns pro-
geaded on ite m loaving Btars At 53% pyme and eolliding with
train No. )34 fe ruhning et a speed egtimmbed to have beos De~
tweon 28 und 30 milea par hour,

Both locosotives went down She dubarbment on the sapt side
of the track and were Bo.ly Gamaged, The ldcthuctive of traln
Hos 134 explodedy while both sombination med) and baggage ears
wers quite dadly domaged, ALl of she other oaxa in sack fvain
were plightly dmmaged, and all reninined on ¢he traok,

Thia gaﬂ of the River Divizion ef the Hooking V-lley Raile
way Lo a single brack lines HNo Wlook aigne) mysfom Yo in use,
trains bolng operated by traln erders and tirseoard righte, fole
lowing novements belng spaged five ninuten aprirt &% open tolew
grapt offieess The cooldent coourred a for north of a
J7=foot bridge, om a 111 varying in deyth from ¢ to 10 feek,
with a tamwming grade for scuthbound traln of about .8 per
eent, Appraodching the point of Shs eellisfon from the sistion
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at 8garr there 1s ¢ axve %o
varying 1n survature fron 4 %o & . Shere 13 ahout
400 feot of ptra track between the northarn ond of thiz osurve
and the bridge. Approsching the point of doofdent Cyom the
epposide direction thars iz & Ssnugent 1,700 feod 10 1 by Pole
lowed s ourve to the ioft sfﬂmﬁgasée@raas thie ourvem
be:m? about 1,000 faeb in lesgih. Thare ig abous 180 faot of
atraight track botweon tho poutibern end of thin ocurve snd the
podat of collision, The range of viaslon of pouthbound trains is
not pobh gver 100 feob, while novthtound trains have a vizion of
about 450 or 500 foet, Tho weather &b the Sine woa olear,

4t the time train erder No. 28 woa fsoued to the erew of
train Nos 134 a4t Unlon Furnses, the sang order wie elsc sent to
the erew of train No. 137 et re ‘hu:!% recalvad ab that poink
by the agent apd ozarator, He be & the tlme ke recelived
t*¢ garder he fziled to displey Hiz train order bosrd, and after
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e order had Yeen mede occmplote; ad B50U paue, e was busy pelling

wiokets snd attendling to obther Gutios watil the errlival of traln
Bo. 13%7. He then went %o the mall our, Bsaded & mall pouch te
the rallwsy mall olerk and ad Bhe same %ine recelved n pousch of
makly but de foarpot to deliver train corder No. 28 $o the train
erew, as well ag %he plearapss oard whioh ke had elresdy f1lled
outs Operator Bipg etated thet he 418 %08 kunow shether or not
be told the dlepeteher, before yepoa:ing the order, thet the
train oxder hoard was dleplayed, bt 3% was the puston to do 8o
and he supposod that he mnamﬁ this gustate A2 soon 28 he Pe=
turned to the telegruph office, sfber the rturs of brain No.
137, he roslized that he Lad Torguttan to deliver the train order.

Bule Mo, 208~A of the book of pules of the overeting do-
partaent reads as followa:

*prhin ordors mist net be send for delivery to trains

a% the aneeting poliat LI 43 : folded. When It oan
2. hot be avolded, speel:l preomutions nust be tuken by the
traln dispatchorsy and eperators Ho tnsure s:fety.m

Train Plapatoher Olark, whe {asued train order Ho. £3, stated
shat he &1d not semd the grder %o traln Bo. 137 at Orecla, the
rirst felegruph eflfive south of Starr, Wesnuse be ocould not
figure on a woetling polat for the $wo tralns untll after trein
Ho. 137 bad left Creola, He atgted Shad he hed boon edvised by
Opsrator Bing bYefore the lattey popeated the order that the train
ordexr bhoord wes dlgplayed and inacxmeh as be hed advised the -
orew of train No, ) the trelo order that $rain Wo, 137 would
recelve Bhas order &% Htarr, hw ecnaidered Hhat ke had faken ell
the preaaution Tequired umﬁw rule ¥e. £08-44
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This ssoldent wap coused by the fallure of Oparator Bing,
loented at Biarr, %o display ris brain order boayd in the atop
poaltion for tmin Hoe 137 and %o dsliver to tha in orev of

that trein A sopy of train arder Wa. 28, .

ine 1606 wbors B9850 faet o Leugsh,”
Then !
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Oporator Bing wne employed ae an operatolr at Btery on
Qatobar 8, 1908, =nd on Merpeh 2B, 1000, wuoe wade ngont &z woll
as oporatoye He had besn loyed in £lm‘& aapholty sizmee thad
times Heo wes e¢onoidersd to be an afficfent md cupable employes
and hore & good resutation, ~

While thoere ip no exouse for such megiigoace in the per-
Tormanse of duty as won displayed iz thie enge, yeb the ¢ ntlzned
cosuprenes of nocldents of thls oheraater qulle attontion to the
nacespity of gsome adesuatn fora of blosk mignal protoctione
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