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IR ARe INVESTIGATION OF ACCLOENT ON EHE LOUISBVIILE & HASHVILLE
RATLROAD HEAR MOUREYS, KFRHIUGKY, 0N JUHE £8g 1014.

On June 22, 1014, theore was & 4orallment on the Louisville
ond Noshville Ratlroad neer Moorsts, Kentucky, which resulted in
the dosth of ¢t employees snd bhe iﬁu af one emploges and
15 pessongers, After Inventigetion of this sonidens, the Chief
Inspeotor of Bafety Anclianess yeports ag followas

The trsin involved in this demiluent wes sn excudrion
train, bound from Loulsviile, to Hopkinaville, snd waes yunning
as troin sscond No, 92 gmmm from Loulsville to Bovling
Gracn over the Firat ol glony from Bowling Green to Quihrie
over he # Division, and fyem Guthrie Yo point of eccident
over the Hemderson Divielon. The fraln sobslsked of six coaghes,
and & mail sar delng used ep & Pefreskment gar, wea heuled by
loaowotive No, 2212, and wos in qlapge of Gonduotor Stevans and
Ingincman Healy. Jrain scoend No, 95 left gville nt 12:18
Bee aDd 8t 83140 e arrived at Guikrie, 4% this polint one of
the acavhes was qut ofFf while the losomotive was turned, the ine
tontlon heing to haul the train frow Outhrle %o Hopkineville, e
iistangn of about 24 miles, with the locomotive Backing up, the
turn tabls ad Bopkinmgvills belng too short to turn the looomo.
tive €% that polints The train left Quibrlo at YTt 17 aam and ag
9: BS a.ae woz derailed at & point Just soush of Moorets wileh
15 3.8 miles heyond Guiprie, while running 4t a specd belleved
to hove been about 25 miles per hour,

The tendsr wae tho fivsh payrt of the train to be derailed
aud lapSed bothom alde ub ab ths foof of bhe embeniment, whieh
at that point 42 about 1§ foet bigh. The locametive lay on ita
loft plde ot pight angles to the trask, while the forwayd and of
tho firat goack recsted on top of the snglne. The noxt two vars
in the Srule were also derallod but yereined upright et the ton
of tha sabonimept snd were not materially damaged. Xaoh of these
enrs was equipred with steel urderframes, while the obher ears in
She ga&n wore of wooden conntruction. o weather af the tine
WEB aLooly

Thie part of the Loulaville & Nasiwilie Ballruad io 8 singlo-
track line, No dleok signal syatem {8 In use, trains doing overe
ated train orders and tims-oard righta,. fﬁa track wha leid
in 1912 with B8-pound stesl ralls, 33 Feet in length, with about
18 or 19 ouk %303 under each rails Yt had been z-emﬂiaﬁ and po-
bullasbed with orushed stone in tha ppring of 1914 }ag wig in
pood condision tluoughoub, The track a® the polint’of \acolamt
12 streight for several niles, whilae $ho graids is «f& per eent
ssconding in the direstion in whish t!is Brain wan T

At the time of the accldent, hhe eagine was bdeling opreruted
by emnn Hum Son, who was ua;ﬁg ag a pllat from Cubthrie o
Hopkinpville, Enginoman Bempton stated Shat ab tho tiwe of tha
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davaiiment the speed of his train was 8ot In exoess of 80 oy |

2% milea pey bour. He besrd a yatbling sound and thought that
poasihl might have heen & Broken raile " Ha then locked

out of the window, mow that opd of the tender trucke hed heoy
deralled and at onge applicd the smergency aly brekes.

to shis ko bad nelther heayd por Béen bing out of the grdle
pary in the motion of the train. Feginewan Hamplon aloo plabed
that Bpgineman Healy and Fireman Webh, %otk of whom were killed,
wers riding on the firenman's scat Yor at the time and ench of then
apparently dlscovered that she Gendesd $rack war Jdereiled ad adoud
the time noticed 1t himaelf, . :

Conduobor Stevons atated that hls firat knowledge of trondle
waas when ke felt the appliqation of ths ssergency air brakes, At
thiz time Ne was workiag bis train and nos gnﬁnf rarkioulay
athention o fts spesd, but wes guite sure Hhad 1t wos not noving
et a yale of speed in excess of 30 niles per hours Conduotor
Stovana further sbaled Hhat he had yoosdved n escaze 8irecting
him %0 operate the tyaip from Guthrie to Sopkinsville with the
engloe baaking uns Bia af the other empleoyess on thia
train all agreed wiih Conduator BUevans*® stabeuzonta as to the
gg&aﬂ of the traln, KRone of them ghed axny farther 1ight az %o

5 Canus, .

Looomotive Ho. 8512 wap pew in Maroh 1004s It wup of the
Pagirio type uni -elghed 228,300 zﬂm% axolusive of ihe tonder.
A the time of the accident, the tender wns garvying isa full
capaslity of coal and water, having taken seppliss 2% Guthries
Carerul excmination of the whesls, Srucke, #he., of dhe engloe,
tender and derasiled eays ﬁ&aﬂaﬂ& Bothing wrong with the oxe
geption of gunh damage ag was esused by ths Semailment,

Byxainntion of the truok phowed Shad the forward whesls

of the reur trusk of the tenjor pounisd the rall and ran along
on tha hall of the same a diatande of sbout 14 fest, thau drapping
of f the v¥all and running slong the tles about one rall lenghh,
st whioh point the daralled truok elewsd o the left to sueh an
extent that the left hand wheels ¥an off the ondn of the tlen,
The track was prasticully destroyed for a dlsiange of 250 feot,
Rxemination made of the Srack from She point of dercilmont south L
of Cuidrie showed that at a point abont 800 Yoot Lrom whers the
tender wheel mounted the rall, thore wns & mark on the tlos

swoen the rally, &g well ss 4 spot betweon the seoond and third
tiss unurth of this mark whore somothing had &yagged on the
ballent, soving in s northerly dlrection, making s onvity of
about 3 inohen In deckhs An the track had beon need Yy nany T
traine after the derallment and befurs there warks were dlscovered,
tholr presence sannot be dofinitely commeoted with the enuse of
she dorallments Witk these exseptions, o parks or defeots of
any kind wors found to exist ia the fHrack,

Heamuremenss of Sthe drack an to ite guuge, o and
surface were mede for & distance of about 600 i‘mﬁ gouth of Yho
point of dnraliments For a diatanes of 18D feed south of the
roind where the tonder truck mounted the oall, the euab yall was
found to We 1/8 inon low. Comtimuing soutismrd, the surface
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weg found o Wery to a sonaiderable extent, the grests
est differende Miw gne pelnt where the west reil
waa 8/¢ Lnch low. ¢ wore two plasos where tho weel
rail was 31/48 $nch low, one place 8/8 inehk low and Pwo
places where it wns '?,(15 faol low, At only twp nlsoes
was She track lovels At three plaass the tradk wag
slightly out of 1lbe. !

The cause of this derailment could not bo deline-
ftely ancerteineds It 12 possible, bowever, that fhe
1rregularditles in track nentioned above coudpled with
the gpeed at whioh the trein wua running with the loodmow
tive backing up, esuced the temder to rook buok and
g;rﬁh te mich an eztent thut the whesls finally mounted

e rallas

In this conucetion, attention s ealloed to the
Jenger of speratiag pess ¥ tralns bhauled by locomoe
sives baoking @pe Loetmotive Ho, 2212 wag acnd throngh
from Lonisville, over tivea Alvisions, even khough Lt
was known S$hat gh& tu-m table ad kpk!mvius wenld not
aovomnod-te a lacomoblive of thabt lengths I3 would appenr
that aome eyrangement gould have Yeon maede whereby thils
ezournion traln aould have hesn hauled over the last parh
of $sa trio by a looomotive whloh could have beaoxn turped
at Hopklnsvwillae, thus obviating tho negessity ¢f backing
4, beSvecn Guthrie and Hepkinsvillie,
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