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October 26, 1214,

I A0 INVEATIGATION OF ACCIDINT OR T a%. LODIR, IROH
HOUNTAIR & SOUTHERS RAILUAY HEAR RIXEY, AAK,, OF
sroenABTR 28, 10l4,

On Septenher 22, 19)4, thers wes a dersllmsnt of 2 pagae
snger traln on the &%, Louls, Iren Mounteln & Southern Rellwsy
Resr Nixey, Ark., resunlting in thw death of I expleyes and the
inYury of O smployess, 1Y mell olerke and 2 Dagsengora.

Phe Arkansos Division on whleh €hin derstlment ocourped
iz o double track line extending Ffrow Argenta, Arvk., w0 Beld
Znob, Ark., and o opeprated by the asmuel Wlogk aystenm. e
track 1s 28id with I00-poun? rells vhiol were plased in sorvice
In 1211 there are 22 oalt tiss to the rall leagth, and the
ballngt Lz geovsel ztoad 17 inches doep. AL the tips snd in the
vipinity of the socldent the trnck wey melntalmed in zeod sone-
divion.

Phe deralled traln, asriblounl Ho, €, cotalsted of ax
engina and 10 esrs, Ingineaen -L1tinor aod Comductor Rogm bsing
in oharge of thls trsisn. m the fate of the spaldent noribbound
treldn Bo. O left Littlc -ack, Arkl, At 9138 peme, e hour and G
smlmutes late, and wag devslizd 2t about FEEG pore, at mlile post
334, approximalely 11 nlles -wroth of Little Kook and B milag
north of Rixey. The night s Jderk, snd &l the tise of the
gerallsiont raln woe frllin:.

The darellment cgcurvsd an 9dr=ight traek, with on csoond-
ine ~pade of about &Y, snl on § li=foot £111. T%ﬁ'ihmﬁameﬂta
ad the teeln employees -ar ha zondltion of the wpeohéd ggiulpe

mens indlonts thet g% %tha tinme of derailgent the traln vas run~
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nitg &t the rate of 43 or 50 sdler por hour., The engine rsn o
distenee of rhout 300 feet beyond the point of derallaent and
then turnied Surtle snd came o rest st the bottom of the f111.
The Pirst two cars in the trein wers s)lesteel mell coarsj the
third end 2ifth cars in the traln weye of the steel underdrsue
type, snd the fourth eay was of wooden osomgtruction, S%he Iflret
4 ears in the trein wepe sitripped of thelr trucke, jertly turned
aver and throws at alffarent sngles to the tragk, thess oarg
extending some distance besyond the erst ling of the right-of-uny,
and an end of one of the meill gonre fomling the gouthbound track.
The leadins trucke of the £i0th cer wers deralled, the resr
toucks ooming %o rest Just ¢lesr of the palnt of derslliment.

The other aprs 1o the trala were not dersiled.
Ixemisgtion of the track s the polint of derslilment by
roileond employses lmmediately cfter the derallpent comurred lom
dleatsd that the track hod bsen tampersd with, The Tirst marks

of dersiluent weps found nesr a rail Jeint., The outzlde angle
bar of this Jolnt pepsined intset in its apiginel poslilon,
bolng held by the sutoide zplies. On the noprth or leaving end
of thlz angle Wy whesl sarke sppeared, and flange pariia we: e
found an the tise st thisz Jol:it. The lnside angls-bar, togelhar
wlili the bolts, leck weshers, nule and gplkey whileh had beon
urad at this Joicy were found lylng on the track 4% the point

of dareilment; the thresds of the holte and nute were in good
condition; exsmlnetlon indloated that the nute hed been rems-.ed
with & wrench an? the bolts driven out, KExaminstlon zlao
indicntod thet the thaide splkes had beea pulled and fhe Pirat
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rall neprta of tbe point of derallment mvsd”mm tha center
of the track., %his yell wir broken into § pleges, the conditim
of the souih or rageiving end indicating that 1t hnad been
atrnek by seme part of the engine, whiak undoubtedly gaused 1%
to Breask, 4An seh pan dunp lasver wag found neer the polnt of
dornllaent, and 1% iz concidersd proboble thet thisz devies was
uged xe 2 wraneh for the puppess of removing the nute fron the
treek bolta,.

Walls train Ho. % wag lnte on the night of the senident,

1% appesrs thet L% wee nat runcing at excessive or ans-fo gpeed.
The aaxima gpeed Limit fizel by tlme-gard rule for treins uaing
hiag traek wnz 30 wllen rar hour, chd She Amresbigation dlge
tlored thst the Sragh we - ln ~ood condition andl safle for

apgade hisber Whan that llmis. The iavestigation slzo devele
opad that no papslys wori izl assn dong pt the point af derslile
ment e zoms Rlae owevious s w02 dersilzent, that the irash
had begn loapeated orls Ane o oo hed bsen used by snothee
tesin lese fhen 2 hours bifore ble gppzilmant ogourpad,

This soecideat wez oruvel by arlleloue tampering witll the
traak, & Jol.d hevlag benr onensdt and 8 pall hoving besn aoved
outl of ilig yeovar pacitlin, s-nerenily with the dellBersts

tentlon of wredtiling the w2l

& renater nwther of fet-117las in thls wreek wes une
goubeadly sverted dag Yo e sunztrntial constructlon of ihe
4 leading emrs 1o shitz Lr-da, 7N
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