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IN RE IBVBSTIGATIGN OF ACCIDRNT WHICH GCCURRED 98‘253,8335523325
& eam RAIL#AY NEAR BARNBCURSVILLE, ¥. Va., 0N
CCTOBER 28, 1914,

Un Qstober 28, 1014, there was a darallment en the Chess-
pecke & Ohlo Rellwny mesr Berboursville, . ¥a., whish resulted
in the injury of 9 pacsengers, 3 Fullman smplayees and 2 employees
of the reilrosd. After investigation of this accldent, the Chief
of the Divieion of Safaty reports as follows:

This part of the Chesmpeake & Ohip Rallway 1s a doudls trask
lina, trein movements baing proteoted by the sutomatie block algual
system. The traok is lald with 100-pound steel ralls, 33 feet in
Iengéh. with about 18 ties under eseh rall, single spiked and roek
ballasted. Ho tle platzz or rail braces are ased on ourves of S
degreas or less., Thlp acclient ocourred on s curve of 2 degraes
end 30 minutes leadlng vn the left, the train having passed over
about 625 feet of this curve when 1%t wes derailed. <The grade is
practioally level and the super-elsvntion of She}anrta is 4 inches.
The traek at this point iz on & £lil of =bout 18 feet. The weather
was olear.

The trainlnvolvad in this deralluwnt was weatbound passenger
tralin Ho,. 1, en route from Yort lonrce, Va., to Chlesgo, Ill, At
the tims of the soeldent it sonsisted of 1 eombimation cer, 1
cosoh and 3 Pullman sleeping cars, hauled by loeonmotive Ho, 178,
end was in charge of Condustor “ohweleokert snd Engineman Freutsl.
Train Ho. 1 passed 3Fgcott, i. Va., at G.21 A¥K., 8 tez late,
and at ahéut 6.47 a.m, wes derziled =zt a peint abou =-quarter

of & mile east of Esrboursville while running at & speed estimated
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tp have been about 850 mllas per hour.

The locomotive end forward truoks of the gombination ear
were not derslled. The rear trucks of the eombinatlon ear and
both trucks of the coach were derailed, both gzrs remaining at the
top of the ambankment. The thres Pullman slesping ozrs turned
over tc the right and went down the embankzent. None of the
sguipment wes serlously demaged.

The first marks of derallment were ebout 625 foet weat of
the bBegloning of the eurve, et which point the outsalde rail had
spread suiflolently to sllow the wheele of the rear truck of the
coach to drop dowrn to the ties on the luslde of the inside rail
of tﬁa eurve, the first marke belng wpen an angle Har on the lnalde
of the rell, the bolts of which woere sheared off by the derailed
wheels, The nezt three adjolning ralls on the {nside of the
eurve turned over. The right hand wheels then erczeod the out-
slde rail, running upon the ties for a distance of about 2135 feot,
boyond whieh point the track was torm up by the derallmeant. The
looonotive and first two ears oeme to a atep at @ polnt about 1500
feet beyond the inltiasl point of derallnent,

Exzsmination of the track showed $hmt at the poilnt where
the wheels dropped fnside the rail, ¥ out of 8 ties were defactive,
wiile the splkes on the outsldie of the outside rail had been pushed
outward. Tha ties showed that the aplkes hed bheen ret end re~-set
in the endeavor to keep praper geuge and elignment. The ties

were wornk by the bose of the rall to sueh sn extent aa“ts parzlit

the rall to turn slightly when the weight of a traln uua upen 1it,
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T 2"Ilthﬁé£ pushing the rail out at the Base. Cl
g Section Yoremen Mallory, in cherge of the -;;tlen 2d foin-~
| ing that oh wkleh the aocldent ocourred, teatified thet ks reachsd
the scene of the derallment about 20 ainutes after 1ts coourrence.
The bolts at the rail jolnt had been sheared off on the lnside
of the rall, this baing ths first sigm nf‘dtr;Iluunt. Opposite
thls peint he found that the splkes bholding the éﬁtai&. rail hed
been pushed outwerd from 1i inchea to 2 Anches; the rell ftself
had sprung back in line,

Fuglineczn fruntsl strted that ths spesld of this trsin at

the time of dersilmant was between 45 and B0 miles per bour. He

felt & jork and as he locked out of the window the alr brakes

P
& ‘i:‘-ﬂi. s
2

applied in amergency.

fgotlon Forenan Xally, in chergs of the seotion on which
the derallment cocourred, stated thet he Bad worked om the tressk
at the point of derzilment duriangz the preseding week, spiking,
gsuging end aligning the same.

Tacl Cer Foremsn Smith stated that bhe found nothing wrong
with the trucks of the cars cotiposing train Ko, 1, exdept broken
rigzing end pedestals, while aster dechanie Butler stated that
Ae found ell tires and flanges to be ia good condition, all wheals
in proper geuge, 288 no defects of any kind existing with respect

I to the truecks,

This noeldsnt wae awueed by the apreading of the ocutslde
rall on the surve, thus allowing the wheels rvanning on the inside
rall to droep down on the ties. Seyond the initial oin) of de=
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rallment the outslde reil remaeined in line, thus puehing the
deraiicd wﬁaals agalnat the inside rall, resulting in the turning
ovar of She three sugcaeadinzg ralla on the inslde of the gurve,
!hat/gﬁgnifﬁhaﬁ was due to traok gonditions seqssz o b alears

1y established by the fant that the tiles remcved from the track
wnro%nat in good gondition znd were badly beee worn, whils the
spikes had bLeen set mnd re-set ln the endeavor to kesp the track
in line until their holding rowers dad beenm mmtarially weaskenod,
This iz alsc further evident from the faed Shal at the time of
the darailment the spikss on the outslde of the outzide roll were

pushed putward in zome plaoces as mugk ez 8 lnshes,




