April a8, 1915,

Ho. 258

In re Investigation of asceldent whioh cceurred
on the Danver & Ric Orande Hallroad,
neay Olsnwood Zpringe, Cole.,
on deroh 2, 1915,

On dereh 2, 1913, tlhere was a derallment of a
pessenger traoin on the Denver & Rio Brande Rallrosd, noer
Glenwood Springa, Cole., whiol resulted in the death of
ons englneman and the lnjury of two employaes and one pase
senger, After inveatligation of this acnident, the Chlof
of the Livislon of "afety submita the followlag report:

Kaatbound train Ho, 4 wes snroute from Salt Lake
tilty, Utah, to Denver, Ccle. IS ocnsisted of 1 baggsge car,

1 express oar, 1 mall gar, 2 coaches, 1 dlning oer, 1 teurist
sleaping oar snd & Pullmern sleeping cara, houlad by logo-
motives Hou, 701 sni 747, sad wma In charge of Condustor
Churonill and Sugineman rlkire amd Arzntrong. £t 1aft Glenwood
gprings at 4.8% a.n., 13 ailnutes late, and at about 4.40 a.m.
was derallcd iz Gleowood Canyon, at a polnt aboul 8 alles east
of Glenwood Springs, while running et s spoed estizeted to
have been auout 138 miles ps: hour,

7he leading logomotive ran on the tlsa for s dlotance
of about 110 feoet befors turnlug over to the rlght. The seoeond
locomotive ran about 80 feet on the tles, coming to rest on the
left side of the track, .ith the exoeption of the forward

trucks of the firet oar, none of the sars iln tho trein ves
doruiled. -
phis dlviaion of the Deuveyr & Rio Grande Railroed l1s

a single~track line. No blouk oigual mystem 1s in usey traine
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being operated by traln orders snd time-card ?ighta. The
rocident oocurred in shout the middls of a tangen? sbout BQ0
feet in length. Approashing from the west thore 1z a T-degree
curva to the right 1,500 feet in length, Approaching engine
arews, howevey, have praetleally no range of vision while
roupding this eurve, on sccount of the Srack at this point beling
in the eanyon, the sldes of whioh are oless to the traok, and
range from 1,000 to 2,500 feat in Relght, The grade ig 1.26¢
sssending for easthound tralns, The track s laid with %0~pound
raila, on red spruce and osk tles, bellasted with disintegrated
grruite. The genernl eonditlon of the traek was ezoellent,

fxemination of the track showed that there was a
broken rail on the left aide of thetrack, a plece about 38
inohes in length having been troken out of the aenter of the
rail, while four roil lengtha weat of this broken reil two of
the rsils on the same side of $he traok hed been slightly bvent.
This bhroken rall, as well as the two prefls whiok were bent, was
found to have bsen caused by fragnsnts of a large rook having
fallen upon the track from the side of the ganyon, The ffrst
rogk to fal)l wes eatimnted to have welghed about 20 tona and
rolled down the side of the ocnyon from a point several hundped
faet above the track., Jhen about 200 feet above the track it
struck other rocks wnd was broken, one hslf lodging at this
point, while the other part, Wroken into several pleces, oon=
tinued to f2ll, three of these fragments atriking the tirack in
ee mapy differsnt bplades, doing the demege to tha{?ﬁlls above
desaribed,
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b These dmma reils were on the hﬂ -ia- of the

track snd ao the fireman of the leading lm’u.n was wrlting
on the fire, whlle the view of the lasinalan on the instde of
the duztu was eatirely obsoured -until hfs locomative reschsd
the tangent, 1t is improbeble that the eonditien of the track
was actloed by eny one until the sacident ceourred, evea though
the locomotive was squipped with an eleotrio hesdlight,
leaving Glenwood Springs, this rellreed follows She
Grend River for 17 miles through what 18 knowy as Glenwgod
Cunyon, On mooount of the nerrowness of the esnyon the track
is negesaarily laid ¢loese %o the walle, and, owing to the poasi~
bility of felling rooits and slides at almost epy point, it is
neaessary t maintein a eonmtont truck patrel., The section
foreman in shavge of this section hea thrae dey~trackwalkers
apd two uight-traokwalkers, The night trackwalker who
govared the portion of the section in whioh shis socident
goourred, stated thet he made » round trip once avery hour
during the night, e passed over this partloular plece of
tyack at about 4.16 a.m., only 28 minutes prior to the coour~
rencd of the acaident, at whioh time there was nothlng wrong.
At about the time the rock fell, he was in a sheltey provided
for track walkers, which he ssid was looated about eix telegraph
poles from the point where the accldent afterwards sacurred.
He further atated that the wind was bPlowing hard through the
ganyon and that this, together with ths nolse of the rushing
water, war sufficlent %o prevant him from hsarln?/iﬁx nolae
made by the faulling roek, \mw)
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This asoldent was ouused by :n iirum‘ rail, due %o
a rook having fallen upon the trask from the aife of the smnyon
a fow minutss before tradn Ko, £ approsched. Yhe Investie
gntion dlsoloses thet s conatant ;itrul'af the treck in thie
vieinity is maintained for the purpose of guapdling egsinst
sooldents of thie character, end that one of the track walkers
had passed over the traok ahortly before the esoident ceaurred,
at whieh time the trask wns in good condition, Ordimerily
there would be no resszon why this tragk walker should not have
heard the nolse msde by the falling rack, eonsidering that at
the time he was but & few hundred faet distant, but in thia
particular euee heo claimed he was pravented from hearing the
nolse by the wind and weloer,

All of ths amployees jnvolved in this aocident ware
men experisnoed la the cporation of trslins on heavy mountaln
grados end wore fully awers of the dsngerous gonditlons
existing in the way of land slldes, falling recks, ete, at
the time of the aocident the graw of the leading leocomotive
had boen om Guty 40 minutea, while the ervew of the mesond
locomotive, togethsr with tha tyain erew, rhed been on duty
3 hours and 25 minutes,
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