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IN BT IBVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDZNT WEICH QUCURERED QN THE
ATCHINON, TOPERA & SARNTA T4 RAILYAY AT ELSINORE
JUBCTION, CALIF,, uR sHANCH &, 10l8.

Y

&n Mareh B, 1915, there was a dersllsent of & pegeanger
teain on the Atehlison, Topeka & Yenta Pe Rellwey ot Elainore
Junetlon, Oslif., wvhich resulted 1n the death of 1 pessenger
and injury ef 18 paseengers and 2 employsen. After investl-
gation of thls secident the Chief of the Divielon of Safety
subaits the followingy repoptt

The trelin involved in this accident was & southbound
pagesnger train runniag Crom gan Bernsrdine, Callf., to
Hurriets, Callf,, vis Flsinore, sand at she tlme of the socl-
dent was mMunning as trais e, 535, It comslated of locomdtlw
Mo, 478, une sombinsilion bagspge-suoker and one goaglh, aud weo
In gharpe of Conduotor Hnlnes and Znglnwman Flak, I3 left 3an
Barnariios 8t 9155 A, 2., on time, snd deparied from Ferrls,
the lart station whick ie 11.7 mllee north of Elaluore Junation
nt 11,0 m.%., 18 ®lautes late, and the rear gar was depralled
#hile yvaesi: g ovee a gwlich frog st Elsinore Junctlon, atf
whout 12 otolock noon, +hils rurning &t a epeed of sbout 12
mlles per hour.

Tha distriet of the Atehlson, Tepeka snd Senta Fe Ralluay
on which this socident ooourpsd s g slngle track line extemd-
ing from Blshorove, On340,, soutbwerd %0 Temeenls, Calif.,

At Zlsinore Junmiion, thern is & Dranch extand wEaiward to
Tlainsrs, Thig branch 1o connectsd to the saln line by & wyd.
frain Mo, 458 ln moving fron the malm lins to the Dranch used
the nepth leg of thils wye, while'. 1z 780 feet long snd has a
eurvature of 17 derpess, e Iniilsl polnt of the derallumant
wks A% the heel of twwe Fra-, ot ..o polnt where the north and
gouth lepe of the wyr a2 53 ol op L9 form the Elalnors fpench.
¥rom the polal of this -itol:, westword, the tepel la tangent
far geversl bundred fort, Looatald 03 feet west of the polat
af this switeh 1g & ~ooasv Srcstls 178 feet long and 13 fees
Righ, reating on »ilee -u - arting the traek over ihs Jan
Jonelnte River. The wapilopr wrg ¢lens

The reasr btruck of ihe corch wag the fipatl to be dernlled.
It left the pr3ils mt o osl of the frog of the gwltch and
ran along 80 feet on e lun on the south glde of the tracs
ty the switel malnt, v g D asgt whesl olimbad the atock
pril and dpopped Aom on S mteldes. The truck then continusd
runnine on the ties until L% renched the bridge vhere 1t
girsddled the wosden ~u ;¢ »oil end rea off ¢l the south elde
9f the bridge. The orr tlon Lyaeke awey from the head end of
the train, 4ropred of° o qouih edge of She br(&ga, and orme
ta¢ regt on Atz pichi a1l ¢ erons the piver with the bedy of
the csr 10 lnclies soove ¢ rater. The englae sand conblratlon
ger peusined on the »~172 bl ntopped with the pear of the - -
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combinatlen asr asparated fros the huad end of the coach
& Aintancs o shoud 50 fest.

The deyalled soxch wan of steel undarframe constructlon
with peinforcsd stesl ends. It waes 7} faet in length,
waihed 120,700 pounds and was buils $n 1510, The trucks
wars of the glu-vheel tyre and wore of stesl. The body of
the ger was sllphtly dosaged. an lnapection of the cur and
trucks after the souident, dlsolosged asthing whlch misht
hrve gaused the desprsllaent,

wnzingmen Tish atated that ppurocschling the polnt of
secldent hlg “raln wee running 2% 8 speed of sbout 12 2dlen
por houre He stated that the firgt lntlmetion s had of
the dersilment wen one bissed: of the slre whistle slipgnal,
uhloh 2t firet he thouhit was & signsl from the conduotor,
A fow geeconds sfter he heaarl thils whiatle, he looked bhaek
and aaw it thne re r truck of the eoseh wes on the pround
snd thut the agach wag about o Yurn over, He lmcedleotsly
nevly an pmeprgency spplicaftlon of the brases snd AT wos
at th~% tine the gosch broke awey fram the remeinder of
the fraln.  The eapline ren albout 83 fest aller the Drases
wara anplled,

Candnetor Maineg, »ho wes sspiously injured, wos »lding
in the alddle af the veaoh 2t the thme of the scoldent, and
rulied the whintle sigosl surd 4 soon se he felt the whesly
isswy the ralla,

Jeption Foresan Oreeceis stzted thaet he peachod the polnt
of aceldant about L2140 v.m, He made an sxaminetion of the
trzer amd found nothilie vhiech wonld gruse g derzilment, Ha
Further atated thet 6% 7,70 5o e OB She date of the acclident
hz ande an eramlnstlion M thls frog and found 1t in Zood
eondition. The teach andep the frog wes ballasted wiilh send
3ac the pround wag 3 1lttle gofs.

Aondaneter Jobneon ztated thaet on the sornlns following
e gculdent e zads an exxalnntizn of tos frog wdieps the
wsegls Liret 2aft the peils, Bud Crund the geugs o be 4 fevd
2y inehes, =nd Ihe aplies were loose which allowed sbout
Live=gichts lnob plsy. Under the welght of sn engline o ¢rr
e tiep settled from asne-hslf to thyge~fourts inch, due to
“of't pasdbeds. Hotelithetanding thilz, he omaldersd the track
asie Far a spesd of 1% +4las per hour.

The sectiosn on wich thls accident ogrurred comprlarg
14 =mlles of trea< and lg in chorge of 4 foremen and B aen.
he track g lald wilth Sl-pownd gteel ralle. The fror at
the riaint of lep-ilment Ao n Ho. T 2lenp fpog wilthout Holis,.
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An exmminetion of the track made after the sgollent
2lz0 digolosed thxt the froz was hadly worn, and thers
ware sarks %o indieage thet the flange of the wheel, on
the inslde of the cupve, had atruek the spd of the pusrd
rall, pageed over 1%t ond dropped down inslde the guerd rsll,

while theé dipact esuza of $his pesident wes not dalfinltely
ascsrtrined, it 1s bBelipved %o have been dum to the Jofective
and insecurs gonditilon of the trock % the point of dersilment,

The gauge of the track weg one inch wide, while ihe
looceasan of the gplkss permilisd s further spread of five-
alehths of 2n inch under ¢ passlng traln., The rosdbed on
which the frog seanted wus golft and under losd permlited the
frog to aetile from one~-nall to threa-lourthy of en inch.
It 1s Belleved thei tixlic oonditlon pepmiited the moving
traln to foroe the prll at the heal of the frog oubwnnrd
gufriolently o gllow the flauge of the opposite wiesl
to strike the end of she gueri rrlls This forced the
flenrss 2f the whesl on the ousc de af the gweve o sount
the rail, the whwel on Sthe Inclde of the gurve droymiog
down inpile the suead poll. The truck then ren alony op the
ties until it erme Lo “he =l e, sheps 1t pen 0Pf the edge
of the 2riige, espusing ths orr 39 avspturn,
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