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sephesher 7, 1918.

In Ret InvesSigetion of aceldent whlah decurred

apon the line of the Hisscurl, Xehess & Tersng.

Rallwey Comnmny of Texme, near lookbars, Texeas,

on July oo, 1818,

On July 30, 1918, shere was s dersilment of @
freight Srsin on the Mlasosuri, Kenass & Texza Rollwsy Cote
pray of Texcs anesr Lockhsrt, Tezes, which resulted in the
daeth of £ eaployses and the lnjury of 1 saployee, After
investigatlion of this sooldent, the Chief of the Divisionm of
BaTety reporte se followat

Horthbound teein Bo, 58, a2 losel frelght traln rune
nlng betwesn fan Antonio, Texas, s6d Swithville, Texes, st
the tizne of the dersilusnt sconslinted of locomutive 407, £9
enptly ocars, § losded cars end » caboose, In cherge of Conductor
RBixon and Englnemen Heyden, This trein left Jan Antonle z%
8150 a. @, on July 30th, srrived % Logkbart sl 7,38 po e,
left lLookhert at shout 8,090 p, @., =nd 2% sbout 5.07 p. 8. was
depsiled =t » paint LG siles north of Lockhert while running
at & speed variously 2etimntied o heve besn from 18 %o 40 mlles
per hiour.

The dersilment oceccupryed &t & publie resd crossing,
Enown a8 “Bell Crosging,” whiloh ls loveted on the runweff of
& Iour~degree curve lesding to the 1aft, snd on a Gosceniling
grade of about 1% for northbsund tralne, the superslesvetion on
the cuprve beling aboul 4 lnches, Alter CQereilasent the $raln

ran for & distance oF 30C Fest, the locomotive furaed over on




its left elde, killinmg the firsman snd heed Lreskeasn, and the
Wesok weg Vora up Tor e distance of sabous S0 Test, The
tender tuprned ovep vt ite botton slde up psrsilel to the
ireack and behlind the logomotive, swhile sleven cars were de=~
reiled and viled up within g speoe Of 120 feet, Three other
caps were dersiled bul not serlously deumsged. The westhep
£t the time wre glexp,

The division on whioh thle zocldent seowrred is 2
single=-trsok 1lne, opeprated By irain orders snd tise~sard
rights. The treek iz 1r1id with Gd-pound second hend atesl
rrile, 30 snd ¥O feet Lo lenpth, with fyem 17 to 80 pine tles
under sgoh prsil, The track is not wniforsly ballasted bul
the Coupe3degres curve iz bellastsd with about § lashes of
gravel wp 30 within zhout 70 feet of the erossisg. AL soss
Prior tlme the ballss® had besn resoved froam thles 70 fset of
troek for the puepose of rutiing 1o new ballsst. The trsek
ig fpiriy well malntslined but le unaven on mocount of Lhe
second nend relils belng surfsoe snd line bent, Thers wss alao
2 1ow Jolat on the left hand rail absut 28 Feel south of the
polnt of derelilaent wileh wys relsed one inch sfter the soclédent.

The initlsl dersilment orobably occcurved to the frost
Lender trueks, which ware Jer-1led on the plght hand side of
the %yﬁak; wi:iah i turn 4ersilied the lacomotlvs, An examinetion of
the tragk st the orossing showed s flmage terk on the ball of the

right hend pell =bout 10 inshes in length, thls mark pessing




from the ceater o tue plgst bend edge of the reail. The
ercasing wee [1lled »ith Sirs, »ad the consisnt use of 3%
Ry pedesiriens, vebhleles and the wrecklsg orew oblitersted
211 flange or wheel marks until She nosrth elde of the crosslng
was resched, fros vhich polnt the flange serks on the ties
vere tlsialy visible, The wheels spperently contisued %o
diverge $0 the right sfter dersilment, until a beloge, &5 Iwet
nopin of the eroselng, wes resched, snd oo thls bridge wieel
nerse wers Jound slout the oenler of the traek, indiosting
et the right wheels were off the ties on the right 21de,
deptroylicg the right guard rell snd bunching and bresking the
tige in $he ecenter and Jerslllng the following cars. The
front Tender Wruek Irose with one osly of wheels wes found
aboul the aldéls of the treck oproeite the kender and Lhe
gecond palr of sbheels was torn loose fros the truck sod wes
Tound on she right hend slde of the track apd alizntly Lo the
rear of the truck Lrene, The sscond peldr of trucks ley to
the right zoross the right rsll. The iruck center nins on
the fender were bent to the pight, iadlgetisg thet soue foree
from fie 1eft had rulled the tender fraee from the trucks,
The loeumotive and Ytendér wepe oarefully exsmined and %ﬁ&iﬁ
whigtls geuged, bul nothlng was Found thel eould have guntrie
buted to the dersilasnt, _

Enginesen Hsyden of treln No. 98 atated thet apw
proschlag Bell Oroasling he bed & olsmr viev of the crossing

red could see po ohetrustion on 1%. He gtated that hig



Y.
Sreln ren over the erossing et s speed of 12 or 18 @llen
per hour, and frow the sweylng of the locomoitive hw thought
i% wust Reve suruck some obeslructlon on the orcsalag or &
low Jelnt, The logomotive mede four or five lunges aand
then strsiphtened up. He siziled further thet the first
taing he nolleed as being derailed wee the first cer in tue
Ersdn smd thet the fender was on the %l 2t almost the gamne
“ies; ble engine may have besn dersllied bdutl if sv he did not
notice 1t unill the sngine turned over. He could not re-
Reaber whetber or noy be applied the elr brekes in smergency
&% the time of tbhe Jdersilsent,

vgnductor Hixon of trein Ho, 28 atated thet whea
hbs traln wag derslied he was rlding in the csboose buslly
wel ing snd 4id wot potlee Lhe speed of the train., Had e
speed Deen exeeamive he is ceriain he would have notloed 1t.
She first ifntlsnilon he had of the dersilsent was when %he
gebooss asexed Lo strize sometidog snd Degln 1o rock and re-
bound. Jlawedisiely niter Sthe seeident he made an exaning-
tlon of the track but was unable %o Find moyibing shet ounld
have ssused the dersilesnt. _

Rosdmenter Rugan ststed thei he sade an exemina~
tion of the treck the next sorning sad Tound the line, surfecé
snd gauge of the trsck south of the cramslrg to be good, He
#iated that he found $he superelswvatlon of the trsek st the

peint of derailoent $o be £-0/4 inches, and &t % pGilal & shord



£

dletance south 1% wes <& inches] She run-off was relber sbrupt
but hed the proper elevetion, The rirst Jolnt south of the
rosd eresslng on the left henod 218e wes relzed ome lach after
the sagident, »nd in his oplmion the genersl condition of the
treck wee good, there belng a few lrregalsrlties sush ss best
raile, He thought the speed of trala Ro. 38 susl bBave bedn
30 op 35 slles per hour and thet the dersilzeat wes gauged

by ab obstructlion on the lrack.

fesident Englineer (herp stated that he aade o
sxaninasion of the tresck the following woralng snd sould flad
nothliag thet ssuld heve coused the deraliment. He etsied thay
SThere was & allght chenge in puperelevatlon of the track be-
ginaling 2t & point Just zouth of the erossing snd extending
through the crossing, beyond this point over the arossing the
track was torn ur snd could tell nothisg sbsut 4t.% He furthep
stated that the sypwed of the troln sust have been sbout 40 siles
rer hour end that 1% wiks bLle Spinlon thet the dersilusnt wee
epuerd by an obastructlion in the flenge way on the orossing end
by high spesed,

Dpekeman dltchsy of traln Fo. 55 etated Lhat hs ssde
an exmmlnstion of the itrack lmsedistely sfter the derailsent
but oould find sothing whlch zhonld have csused the sceident,

Srokewsn Youpherty of traln No.98 stesed thei the
speed of his trein &% the size of the darsilasnt wes 15 ar &0
miles per hour,

Superintendent Thanhelser stated thes from the

gpperance Of the wreck the ereed of Yrealn Bo., 50 must haws
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been 30 allse nepr bour, wiile Pozd Foresan of Saglines Hellssn
throusht the speed zmupt hsve baen 285 or 32 sileg per houp,

In wiew of the eanflliet ln the svidence snd tie fagt
Fhet $he Srsok weg badly torn or from 2 polnt g few fest noprth
ol the inltlisl paint of dxpsilment to the plroe wheres the trsln
Gree Lo reed, i1t le lovowsible fefinitely to dstermine ihe
grure OF thle Jernilment or with eertslinty vhich part of the
traln war the Plrst o bhe Jders1led. FPros the position of
the tender tmicia sfter Jdsrsilsent snd the genersl condliilon of
thie wpagk, 1t Lo heliewed thet the front tender tracks were
the filrst to be derslled, snd that the Jepnilzent wee ¢ausad by
tie low Jolat st south of the rosd orossgling, the uhieven Gone
f3tim of the trser snd the speed of the itraln,

Hetween Smithville snd Lookhert thére in g soesd pew
stpricetion of 290 siles mepr hour For Irelgnt ipeins, snd uwhile
snpinener. Heylen zizies thoi thw apeed of hie teeln was sbout
1P o 16 nilen per houwr 2t the tixe of the derallsment, in view
of the fret thad eleven cors were - 1led up within » spaece of
1EY fest and the $istaces the Ltesin ren ofter dersilmesnt, 1% ie
spot:ble thel the spesd wag in excegs of 15 milsa 2er hour,

411 of the ewployees involved In this accident had
soel reoprig snd acne had besn on duly in violstion of the

nours of aservies lgw,



