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BEs IHVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH QGCURRED
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On August 27, 1915, thers =as s Nead-end oolldision
en the Colorade Hldland Railway near Idlewild, Oolos, resulie.
inz in the injury of 53 passengers. After favestigation the
Chist of the Division of Safety reparks as rollowst

Zasthound passenger Srein, special ¥o. %0, comsisted
of looccmotive 3%, 1 gombination bugzage and luneh enr, 2 day
eonches, 1 combination coach and oper snd ghesrvation oar and
1 open top obaervation oar, and was In eharge of Gondustor Baze
ter and Fngluemas Smith, =21l of the sars belng of wooden cone
structlon, Thia train s kpown a8 the “The Wildflower Speelel ™
and 1s opsrated esch day during July apd Auguest dDetween Lola~
rade Springs and dpinney, Colo., & 4istenas of BY.¥ miles,
making the round trip daily and stopping at warions pointa
to allow the papsengers to view the sgende attrmotions and
gather wild flowers. Durinz the ssazon 1918 this trein was
eperated under spesisl sehedule traip orduran eaeh day giving
it righte over all except flrat oluss traina, Thiz train
loft Spinney at 123140 pe me and upon 1%s ayrival at Howbert,
Colo,, the erew in charge recsived a oopy of traip erder Mo,
f1, reading as followsi

rEpeolal 39 Bmat »111 walt at Idlewild until
one thirty 1::0 pene for Hos 45 Inge 32,"

Traig Noe 39 then left Howbart st LiO5 Deite, passod Idlewlld,
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3,8 miles east of Howbert, at about 1213 pumte, &nd collided
with westhound traln Ho. 48 at o polnt about one~half nile
east Of the east switeh at JTdlewild at 115 peste while running
at a speed estimeted to have Deon 15 miles per Bours

Vaegtbhound freight train Ne. 45 conpioted of logo-
motives 56 and 52, B loaded oavs, £6 empty cars and 4 eabooss,
apd was in oharge of Condsotor Hobextl and Enginemen Zizanibt

and Brazil. Thiz trasin left Celorade Qity, C6lo., ab 6100 aumu,

en route 1o Leadville, Colo,, a distancs of 150 mlles, laft
Flopisannt, 32,8 miles west of Colorado Clty, at 11335 a.n.,
and arrived at Lidderdele at oboud 12,430 pasle, 81 whigh place
the orew in sharge received 2 ocopy of tralu order Ho. 51 sbove
muoted. Traln No. 43 then lert Lidderdale and eolliged with
trein Roe 39 ar above stated widle ¥uoning at & 3geed of aboud
15 miles per hour,

Lagomotive 3¢ of trein No, 39 and locomobive 38,
the leading engins on train Bo. 43, were badly dsmaged and
tholr front snds raissd off ths 3rack. One ear lgaded with
merohanding was derailed and destroyed while the draft rigsing
and undersilla of the lupoh osy ware cunafderabdly damzgeds
The remalnder of tho aquipment wez not deralled apid wme but
alightly dasmsgeds The weather ab She time wno olears

The division on whioh ¢his acoldent osourred 43 a
aingle-track line, operated under the traln~order systeis
Approaching the point of aollision from the east there 13 a
10-tegres curve te tho left, 208 feet long, then & tangend
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148 faet long, then a l0=-degrec ourve tu the left, 290 fast
long, the collislon cccurring about the afddles of this lather
curve and on an asoending gende of l.043 fer westhound trains.
A.prounalifpg the point of coliizlon Trom the woat there iz 2
l2-d8gree curve t¢ the laft, 170 200 long, then o tangent
147 Teet long losding ¢ the LlO-2ogros puyve on whiash the ase-
6ldent socurrsd,. The view of the enginemen of Both tralns was
obegured by the almoat porpendisular walls of the sanon on the
south slde of the rallroad, and uelther sew the Sppesing train
until Shey wers within approzimately 100 fost of gagh othere-
tad lote to bring their traina to a atop befors colliding,
dondaetor Saxter of train ¥o. 39 staded that on the
dey of the aonoldent there vore abount 1480 passengers on hia
train and thed he Degan solleoting farsze wpon leaving Spinney,
Approaohing Bowbert he heard the sngineman eall for the train.
ardey boeard and u,9m arrivinz f thrt etationm he gob of? the
reay end of thé reeyr our wnd walkey So $he office whore he
signed ¢rain order Wo, #1 diresilng his trsin to wvalt at Idle~
wild until 11350 p. ma Tor train He. 4%, He abalteld Sl he read
the order alowd In the preszccee oF his flugmen snd the operator
and that he deliversd a emy o9 ths order o thn enginomen Lut
414 wot read L5 90 hiw. Upon lenving Eowbort he again was Yusy
solleating farss when ihe oollicion ¢oourresd, and wae nod evnre
until that time that hisz train hed passed Idlowlld,
Fogineman Smith of tyaln Roe 9 stnted that he roe
aciyed z gopy of traim order Wo. %1 at Howbsrt, directing his
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train to walt st YTdlewild wntll 130 peme for train Ho. 43, dut
for some reason he eonfusad Xdlewild with Lidderdnle, s pazaing
track 6.0 miles sust of Idlewilds He gave the order td the
fivemax end the latter read 1%, aleo nondng Nidderdale as the
wolting pointe After the aceldont Eugineman Bmith agaln read
the order and disgovered that the walting point wea plainly
writen se Idlewlld, The valy sxplasction he eould give for
misreading trein ordsr Ro, Bl wae that leaving Howbard he wag
13 minutes late on kis sohadule ordeyr and Y130 p.me et Lidder
dale would make hip $rule 10 minutes lute on soBeduls st that
point. BHe stated that ho zaw treain Hos 43 when 1t was adout

159 feet awey and lnmediately applled the alr bBrakes in emergency,

revoysed the englne, and had redueed the speed ¢f hiz train to
abous 15 wilen por hemr at the time of the collizicn. Upon
hoing sokedq i3 thers wasp anyone olae on lootmotive U9 cther than
the Tirewan amd himself, Inginesan Smith replieds
"Yos alr. PTwo ladles from dhicagos Don't know their
nexes, T askpd 1f they oould ride when they tock She
ploture at Idlewild, zoing west, asnd rode from there fo
Boinney and returs on the eugine,®
Toen belns asked 1 Yo Yumew 13 w2e sgainet the rules %6 oarry
enyons other thas smployess in the perlformsanee of their Quty on
the sngine, he repiledt
"Yes sir, Yut it has desh cdmmon practice to garyy
gur pacaepgers, laiies and gentlemen, for a short ride
on the engine on thiuz Wild Plower Train, and I bave done
it often on sugzestion of a pasgenger agend and on their
pards recusoting suoh.®
Pirepan ¥Neece of train No, "9 sbated thadt he read

srain ordsyr o, 5) whim 1t was glven 30 him by Engineunsn
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Smith and that ke read 1t as noming Lilderdale as the vwaiting
poins, und that his srror in se roadlng 1% eomtyibuted &0 the
enginomants 2rrov.

Tlagman Droper of tyeln FHo. 35 stated that he rond
train ordar Hos 51 and understoud it correehly, Bat when his
traln passed througd Idlowlld ke had forgatien ebout the arder.

) Thls ascldent wor seused by bhe falluvre o the erew
of draln No. 3¢ ¢ obey train order Noe 51 and wald b Tdlow
wAld wnsll 130 peme fOPr traln Hoe 4

Conduetor Baxter is at fsull for not requiving the
englaeman B¢ read trainm order Bo. 51 daek to blm and knowing
that bhe order waes props+rly undersbood, as required by rule
No. £10, veeding in gart as followsi

"Phe opy Lor ecaeh enginemsn, with a4 olesrance

aard, nust de Jeliversd %o him persosally By the cone

e s e utore nosing uson Lhew
Neither iz thero any szouss “0r the engineman aad firenap of
tpaln Ho. 50 rerding the word Liddesdale instead of I4lawlld
into the order:

Foginemen Smith 1o algo at fauls for permitting the
two women to yide im the oabdb of bls engline; yet 4t appecra that
1t was the common prastios to pormit unmauthorized persone Yo
4o 80, frecusntly upom tho racuest of the raflread offistals
bhemgelves. OBuch z practlcs osn not be too atrongly comdemnod,
thls being sspeeislly 5o on . line or railvomd of this charasier

with heavy mountain grades spd simozt continuous oUrves whore
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employees should glve thely entlre atiamtion %o the handling
of thelr train.

Copduotor Baztar wie exployed as a hwskeman ip 1883,
sromoted %o sondustor im 1900, amd bzz a alear Peoedd. Zngloe~
man Sweith was eamploeyed as an enginoman in 1588 snd wne the
oldeat epginenun on the enbire line in point of servies with en
glnost faultless record; and wns oensidered opme of the nost
napahle and ssereful euployend.

All of the other mg;lwwamz“@e& reoords and none
bad Been op Auty in violation of the hwtys of -efvige law,
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