In re Investigation of am &colfdsny
whieh ococcurred on the Georgls
Railroad nesr Union Point,
Ga,, Ootober B7, 19216,

On Qeotober 27, 1918, thers wee a derslilment of e
aasenger train on the Georglie Railrcad neer Union Polct,
8., which regulted in the death of 3 exmployess and the in-
Jury of 1 express moscenger. After loveztigetion of this

geciﬁent, the Chief of the Division of Safety reverts as
ollowst

The main line of the Georgle HRaillrscad, on whish
this acoident ooourred, is & pingle track lins, extending
hetvesn Auguste and Atlsnte, Ga., & distence of 171 miles.
Trein oovenents sre goverred by i1l e<table snd trzin orders,
the latter being trensmitted by telephone. Ko blosk signel
system ig 1n use¢j eastbound trains are superior by dlrectlon,
and traeing in the seme direetion are spaosd by rule.

Westhound prssenger train No. 1, en route from Aungusta
to Atlenta, Ga,, was in cherge of Conduotor Clary end Enginemen
Printup, and oconsisted of loscumotive 202, 1 e¢zpress car, 1
toxbinstion mall end lasgsge ¢ar, and 3 ecaches, all of the
cars being of wouden comstrueticn, with theexce;iion of the
8Xpress oar, whioh had & stsel uaﬁnrrrame. This train left
Augusts st 6.30 &. m., o8 tlue, passed Crawfordvllle, the
last open telegraph office, 64.46 miles beyond Auguste and
11.66 miles esst of Union Point, &t 9,10 &, m., 14 mimutes
late, end at 9.87 a, m., while treveling at & zpeed of about
40 milus an hour, Tan lnto ap open sSwitgh--the eact switeh
of the Upnlon Point peesing treck, loestedl sbout 4,500 feet
east of the stetion at that ploce--and wes derailed, Train
Ro. 1 wee 3 or 4 niputes late at the tine of dersilmest,

The appesrance of the wreckage lofjiceted that the
exprese oar wasx the I'irst to be derailed, its forwsrd end
leading off to the lert, pulliing the englne and tender from
the rrile snd ceusing them to turn over on thelir left side.
The tr.oks of fthe first esr tore up the track end caused the
derallnent of the followlng three ocars, Only the front truck
of the fourth car wae derailed, the rcar truck remaining on
the track, directly ovexr the switeh points. The Trser oar
reuained on the track. The snginemsnd aad Tireman, snd an
alr brake Ainspector, who was riding on the lceamnﬁiva, were
kKilled in the =zcoident.

In the vieinity of the scoldent, the main track i
1aid with 80-pound rails, B3 feet in length, on sbout 20 pine
ties to the rall, the track in genersl belng well maintained,
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The gn&sing treck is laid with 60«pound reils, the awiteh
and lesd raile, however, belng HO0-pound rails,

Approaching from the east there is a BE.degree ocurve
%o the right, 750 feet in length, fellowed by 2,172 leet of
tangent to the switoh, there heing s 8% ascending grade for
westhound trainas for about 2,000 feet approeshing the point
of aceldeat. BPBeginning at the easterm end of the tangent
Zentioned, the view of fthe switeh is unobstruated. The 685«
ing siding involved le on the south side of the main track,
The westher ai the time of aceident was clear,

The switch st which this acoidant ocourred i858 & fRoinge
poing switen. It 1s operated by a Welr switohstaad, located
on the south side of the =ain track, the operating lever
belng about three feot above the bhase of the swlitch: The dise
tanoe from the rniddle of the track to the centazr of the switihe
gtand is 9 feet 3 inoches; the distance from the bage of the
switoh %o the top of the terget is € feet 9 inchezs The target
displays white when the switoh 48 closed, and red whem it is
apen. Waile the colors were ooly fdkrly distingulsheble, 1t
having been about six months wince the target was last reinted,
it wue Jearned, upon observetion from the o=b of & locouotive,
under weather ocounditions similar to those prevalling at the
tine of scoident, that the indications were plainly visible
fyom & poing 1,800 feut dlatant.

Conductor Clery stated that the speed of his trein wes
30 or 35 miles am hour, approaching the eact switesh of the
Union Point pessing traock, thet he felt the brekes belog
applied Just before the derallment ococurred) it was theo 9.27
Ge die He stated that imaedlately after the accident he went
%0 the loocomotives, but neither saw nor neard anyone in anecd
of asplatence, He then went davk to the switoh and found it
88t Zoy the passing traok; end, upm locking at the swituvhstand,
Pound the lever letohed, the oysn loak, however, naving been
plaoed in the whain~line latoh. Condustor Clury stated that he
thought he wad the lirst person to exumine the switeh afier the
ageldent, he having seen no one near i, and that he ocailed the
attention of uis flegms &ne other .eracns to the position of
the switoh. He Turther stated that the front trusk of the
third oar was of i the traok, the wheels of the rusar truek being
over the switoh poinis, making it lspossible to cnenge the
switeh, DHe stated thet 1f there was any oar, locomotlive or
hand oer on the passing track et the tiuze, 1%t was at the west
end, but thai, sc far as he koew, there waz nons, He also stated
that the switch lg Just within yerd 11 -ite, but that there was
uo perticulsr speed at which treins wers Tequired to travel
within yard limlta.

Flagran Hauklend stated that he thought the speed of
his tralm approasching the polant of dersllrent was 36 or 40
mlles aum hour, sad that he felt an emergenoy aprlication of
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the brakes just before the derailnent offfarred. Alter the
derailment he zot out of the oar in wiioh he was rliding and
atarted back to flag. The conductor ¢alled to him vhen he wad
about half a esyr length beyond the train, aud, on locging baak,
te sew the red indication of the switeh targe%;

Faglueman Brisendine, of extre B7, & westbound light
easgine which reached Uniocn Point at B.&E2 a, m., and wi.lch was
the tast train to pess the awlteh prior to the moeident, stated
that nls treain ysssed the switol &t B sypeed of 15 orl? miles
sn hour, And that the target tuen disp ayed the white iudice-
tion, the switoh belng yrouerly closed. He stabed thaes the
target, slthough an the left or firezan's side of the traok, had
bosn viaibls to him on this trip as his train was roundiag the
eurve nearly ome-i8lf ulie east of the coint of socldent, and
that that would be = sufficient distence in which to briag to
a abtop & neavy freight train traveling at a syeed of b ur 30
miles an hour, He stated furtner tnat he did unot see suy person
near the awlteh,

Traok Forewsn Caldwell stated that ce and his wen are
rived at Union Polint st 8,30 8. w., sad during all of the lnw
terval between that time and the time of acsldent worked at
a pleoce about one~half mile west of the switoh., He stated
that he did not ses sny trzin use the scuth rassing track
during that tine, He siated toat ne rad & xey to the «wiltoh,
it that none of hLis men had ome, and that his <ey was not
out of his possesslon on tne wmorning o»f the accident, He
stated that ne reached the .oint of acocldeat aboat 10 minutes
after its coourrence, hisg desorytion of the switoh corresyond-
inz with that of Qonductox Clary. He further stated tazat
there were nuite & number of ceople hurrying to tas scane of
agoident and se thersfore did not look for any stranger or
sther persca who might have thrown the switoa.

Conduotor Watson, of train No. 50, an eastbound vas-
gengerT #raln on the Athene Division, the essterm tormious of
wiilch ie Unlon Point, where treinm Ho. %0 srrived at 9.15 a. wm.,
gtated Tthet he went to the voint of a¢eldent imusdietely after
its ocourrence, snd theat wen he rescped the switehsiand ae
cloced the leek, whish ‘28 1n the msin-line latel, in order to
yrevent any one from moving it. Qe furteer stated tust the
locomotive and Tirst four osps were Jderailed, that the rear end
of the third car lesned toward end blocked the .:ain line,
thet the front truok of the fourth car wes off the rails snd
the rear truck was standiag over the switeh roints.

Supervizor Wllliems stated that he rescred the acene
wf accident &t 10,15 or 10.20 a, m., found the mwlich set for
the paseing track, the lever down, and the open lock in the
mRin-line leton. He stated that either the reusr truck of the
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fourth esr or the front truok of the rear cer rezted on the
switeh -oints, He stated that ¢ftey the wrockege ves clerred
swey the switeh was in prorer operasting conditicn, He aleo
atated thet he regeived e resassre from Operstor Newson st Unlon
Point, under date of Ootober 29th, that the lighte on the switoh
involved bnd been f1lled on October 24th, nothing hreviug sinos
been dore to them, He frrther cteted that e received g2 nesw
aege Trom the operstor, deted Dotober 2&th, resdirz 2z Pollowss

"ix vnsble to say het trein used the
eest eswiter lest -vlor $0 seecideut. To tha
bect of ry knowledce, it :z8 not used by euy
train sfter 7.90 &, w. yesterday."

Chief Low and Specisl Agent Yurbrough stated thet on
Jenuery 10th there wee e similer scoident on this reilrosd at
Bwords, Ga., end =t thet tive sup-lolon wer pleced on & 418
ohsrged colored emrloyes, who ~ad in his possgecerion = switeh
key. Tble ren ves esdvised to eppesr before sp off!ser, tut
diserpesTed 2nd her Dot gince besn seer, He stated that the
gwitch end switchsetend st Swords were of the seme 'ske ar thoge
at Unlor Poict.

This acoident wes oausel direotly by trein Wo. 1 rubning
ioto en oren switeh, resultivg in the dersllzeet of the treain,
According to the testimony of the trea<k fore ¢n, nco tralns vesd
the south pessing treck betveer 6.20 =, 7. snd the rive of ascci-
dent. When »ostbound extra £7, vhich arrived z#t Unlon Foint
&t 8,82 8. 7., tecsed the witeh It wes cloreg, end the cvidence
iz that no exploree veed the switeh Letwesn thzt tize snd time of
the dersllment, It 18 therefore believed thet this switch =8
opened by some unauthorized -erson with wallcioue intent.

whille Cond:ctor Clery steted thet ro perticular wspeed
wvae required within yard limits, Rule 02 of the oyeretine rules
of this reilrcad provides in part 85 follows:

"frains aust approasch vard lizits ander conzrol,
end run ssrefully throush the limits, expecting to
find the wain track ocecurled,”

The lnvastigetion develcoped thet Alr Brake In:z egtur
¥hiteside wey riding on the locomotive, he teftpgkl'led in the
sccident, He toerded the trein at Auausts, having hesn in-
ptructed to cttend to some duties on the Athens Division et
Unichn Point. He rode 1n the coechrs re 2T sg Pobirson, the
last stztlon tefere resching the ;rint of secident, where he
toaydied the locomotive, He waz in ;ossesvion of an snoual
pasa, vhleh ~es indoreed "Good on Freight Trains 2nd Logsorce
tives,™ slthough Merster Mechanle Attridge stated, in a
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letier to the guperintendent of motlve rower and esui ment,
that Alr Brake Inrpector Fhlteside &d pot been instructed,
eitber by him or by any one else in snthority, to ride on the
locomotive of train Ko, 1 on the dey of the zmeclident, It 1a
possible that hie precerce on the locomotive sausad Engineszan
Printup to ueglect nie duties to m certsin exteat, for nad he
been fully ooncerned with the sarety of his trsin be would
heve brought the vpecd, whiech rs 35 or 40 milea =a hour, undey
sontrol appr.oeching the vard liuslt, ms required by Rule .5,
and would lLave secn the ved Bwiteh target in tima to etop hils
treln before recchlip the swital,

Engloenen Priatup wes exployed as a fire.an iz 1884,
was Lromoted to engiuewap Degesber ¥, 1688, and hsd & good
record. At the $ire of socildent the crew of trsin Nao. 1 haed
been on duty & hours end =7 nimubtes.



